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August President’s Message
By Barbara McCormick Heck

CONA Challenges. CONA members have been
dealing with a wide variety of issues this spring and
summer. CONA thanks everyone who participated in
the lengthy process. Many issues are still unresolved
and we will continue working hard on them. So fasten
your seat belts because we have a lot to accomplish
in the next few months. Here are some of the items
(and some new ones):
• Public Safety (CONA Goal #1)
• Homeless (CONA Goal #2)
• Affordable Housing (CONA Goal #3)
• Preservation / Landmarking of historic resources
(CONA Goal #6)
• By-Laws updating
• Baseball visioning –
(A Baseball Community, the coalition)
• St Petersburg Pier Visioning
• Codes – new policies
Please volunteer for these Committees and offer your
suggestions. Can’t join a Committee? Use e-mails, US
mail and phone calls to make your case to the
Committees working on the issue. CONA needs to hear
from your neighborhood as to where you stand on these
issues.

You cannot expect to push your solution if you have
never been part of the process. Please take the time and
make the effort. The loudest voice in the room
many times does NOT completely understand the
problem. Loud no longer works here at CONA. Doing
the research, learning the facts, finding reasonable
solutions does work and moves all of us forward. Please
participate.
Neighborhood Concerns – we can help. We have
many mentors who are ready and willing to assist you
with your neighborhood challenges. Please contact Tom
Killian or any officer with your problem and you will be
put in touch with a mentor who can help your association
find a solution.
Vote – August 26th Primary. Our forefathers
paid heavily for us to have the opportunity of free and
unfettered elections. Please honor them and this
country by casting your ballot in the August Primary and
again in the November General Election.
CONA hopes that you are working to find a solution and
making a difference in your neighborhoods
Because that is what you and we do best –
find solutions!!
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We need YOU!
By Barbara Heck - CONA President
Times are tough for everyone right now. Giving can be most rewarding when it hits close to home. Use your
special skills, creativity and excess stuff to create your own way of giving. You may not think you possess special skills or "superman/superwoman powers" to help others, but you really, really do. I know you cannot leap buildings with a single bound, fly
through the air and catch someone falling from the sky. That is only in the movies (rather old ones at that).
Now think really, really hard. I'll bet you can find something you can do to make life a little better for someone else in need.
Take a moment to think of what special talents you do possess.
OK, now how can that talent help
someone else in need? Do you garden, paint, clean, woodwork, carve? Are you a good card player, good at chess/
checkers/other games? Good conversationalist, especially on the phone? Do you walk regularly? Then we need you.
Here are some things you might never thought you could help doing:
• Assist an elderly neighbor with some basic fixes around the house.
• Help a neighbor in need with some easy gardening chores.
• Plant a special flowering plant that both of you can "nurture."
• Volunteer to landscape the entrance of a nearby shelter.
• Turn old vases into eye-catching lamps for a community center.
• Offer to teach a class on how to make them.
• Pick almost any organization – a church, legal aid center, soup kitchen - and chances are they could use some
new curtains or a pretty slipcover for a faded couch.
• You can play cards or chess or board games with a shut-in.
• You can read to the blind or a shut-in.
• You can learn sign language to communicate with the deaf.
• You can shop for groceries for someone and deliver them.
• You can you deliver newsletters for a neighborhood associations.
• You can make a daily phone call to those unable to go outside.
We need people just like you. Most importantly, WE NEED YOU. Whether you can give an hour of your time or a full day, there
are people desperate for your help and for you to use the skills you have. We just need you to come forward and VOLUNTEER.
This is what being a good neighbor is all about - and CONA is a great neighbor to all. Let's show St. Petersburg we all have the
right stuff. You never know when the situation might reverse and you become that person in need. Please volunteer now,
because together we can do . . . anything and we can help anyone.

CONA Citizen of the
Month for August

Police Department
Forfeiture Grant

Barbara Heck

Police Forfeiture Grants are back. A portion
of the money received from the sale of
forfeited property is used to fund the Police
Department’s Forfeiture Grant Program.
An information meeting will be held at 6PM
Thursday, August 14th in City Council
Chambers. Please plan on attending that
meeting to learn about the grant, who can
apply and what the money can be used for.
For this grant, no matching dollars are
needed. CONA has mentors who can
assist you with this. Please call Tom Killian.

Without her knowledge, and no doubt over her objection if she knew,
the CONA Executive Board has unanimously selected our CONA
President as Citizen of the Month. Barbara has provided vigorous
leadership to CONA as its President over the past year and a half. She
has tirelessly and energetically helped to further increase CONA’s
profile in the community and make it a force to be reckoned with in the
areas of neighborhood and city issues. She has sought to strengthen
CONA’s partnership with the City and other local groups, all the while
maintaining CONA’s independence. While always able to make her
point, she does so in a diplomatic and courteous manner. She is a role
model for us all. Barbara was raised in St. Petersburg and has spent
much of her life here. She is passionate about our city’s heritage and
dedicated to maintaining and further improving our quality of life. Prior
to serving as our President she successfully served as CONA Vice
President and as President of the Snell Isle Property Owners
Association, among many other accomplishments.
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Deadline for the grant proposal is 5PM on
Friday September 26. Grants will be
awarded in October. Lisa Ledbetter, Police
Department Legal Division, coordinates the
program and can answer all your questions.
Please call her at 892-5427.
www.conastpete.org

SPPD to impound cars
St. Petersburg Police Department Column
Beginning July 21, the St. Petersburg Police
Department will again begin enforcing a City
Ordinance that was first enacted in 1999 to
authorize police officers to impound any motor
vehicle that was used to solicit a prostitute, make a
drug deal or carry illegal drugs
We suspended the use of our city ordinance in 2003
when a lawsuit in another Florida city (Mulligan v.
City of Hollywood) challenged the legality of a
similar law. In that case, the Fourth District Court
of Appeals held that their impound ordinance was
pre-empted by the Florida Contraband Forfeiture
Act. The city appealed to the Florida Supreme
Court, which overturned the appellate decision and
upheld the validity of the ordinance.
The city ordinance allows officers to impound any
vehicle when they have probable cause to believe it
was involved in prostitution, or lewd and lascivious
acts as defined by state statute, or in the purchase
or use of illegal drugs.
The city ordinance applies only to vehicles that were
under the control or use of its owner or co-owner
at the time of the impoundment.
Car owners will have two options to recover
their impounded vehicle: they can pay an
administrative civil penalty of $500.00 (which goes
into the city's general fund), plus towing and storage
fees, or they will have 15 days to contest the seizure
by requesting an administrative hearing before a
hearing master. If they take no action within 30
days, their car will be deemed abandoned and
turned over to the towing company.
This city ordinance gives our police officers one
more tool to help fight illegal drugs and prostitution
in the city.
Bill Proffitt and George L. Kajtsa
Public Information Office
727 893-7550 voice • 27 893-7773 FAX
727 893-7878 Press Line
www.conastpete.org

A Great
Neighborhood Project
Tom Killian
Many associations have improved their areas with
signs, landscaping and lighting projects through the
Neighborhood Partnership Grant Program. The
Jungle Terrace Civic Association is doing a project to
put members house numbers on their driveway
rolled curb. This is done free of charge for all dues
paying members. The number is put in the center of
the driveway allowing EMS, Fire, Police, Mailmen,
friends and Pizza delivery to find your home quickly.
Many homes in our city are hard to find because of
no numbers, small numbers or trees obstructing the
numbers. We use large 6" numbers and paint a green
background with a brush, let it dry and then spray
the letters with a white oil base paint. The items
needed to do the project are listed, total cost about
$125.00. You should be able to do about 80 homes
with the listed paint purchase.
6" Plastic numbers $83.00 (New City Sign),1 Gallon
Latex Paint $25.00 (Home Depot or Lowes). 10
Cans White Spray Paint $1.00ea. $10.00 (Home
Depot or Lowes), Masking Tape 3Rolls $3.00 Total
(Big Lots) Paint Brush $1.00, Build a wood frame to
hold letters, Pillow to kneel on, 12"x12" plastic milk
carton to hold all items. While you are out painting
you will meet other neighbors who may want to join
your association because they want their number on
the driveway also. We have numbered 53 of our
members homes to date. If you have a question or
would like to see a demonstration please call me
343-2041.

Updates From Neighborhood Partnership:
Don’t forget the Neighborhood Partnership Grant
deadline is 5PM on Friday, September 5, 2008. Please
call CONA if you need a little assistance or a quick
review before you turn in your paperwork. CONA
hopes your grant request receives funding.
Watch your mail for notice about the Annual
Neighborhood Partnership Awards. Information about
each award, the nomination process and an application
will be mailed soon to each association. CONA encourages each of you to recognize outstanding people and
projects in your neighborhood. Good luck everyone.
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Help Yourself to Energy Savings
Electricity enriches our lives. It provides communications,
runs various forms of transportation, and powers our homes,
offices and the growing array of technologies, including more
than 175 million personal computers.
Electricity enriches our lives. It provides communications,
runs various forms of transportation, and powers our homes,
offices and the growing array of technologies, including more
than 175 million personal computers.
We know that the quality of our lives depends on having the
energy we need when we flip a switch. We also know that
the price of electricity is expected to continue increasing in
the months and years ahead because of rising fuel costs,
changing regulatory rules and environmental expectations.
While the cost of producing energy is increasing, it is
relatively low when compared with other essential goods and
services. The U.S. Department of Labor reports the price of
one kilowatt-hour (kWh) of electricity has increased by just
27 percent since 1985, while the price of most consumer
goods has risen at much steeper levels. For example, food
prices have increased 81 percent, housing is up 82 percent,
gasoline up 91 percent, and healthcare – the highest – has
increased 185 percent!
Collectively, these costs can be overwhelming and can leave
us feeling helpless. But each one of us, with the help of our
energy provider, has the power to reduce energy usage and
save money. Progress Energy Florida, which views energy
savings as a partnership with its customers, offers some of
the most innovative and aggressive energy-efficiency
programs in the country. The programs encourage customers,
businesses, contractors and builders to use electricity more
wisely and to adopt renewable-energy technology. Since
1981, these energy efficiency programs have resulted in:
• Customer savings of nearly $909 million in energy costs.
• Total reductions of more than 11.4 billion kWh of energy
savings – enough to power the city of Orlando for more than
2 years.
• The elimination of more than 7.6 million tons of carbon
dioxide – the equivalent of taking 1.9 million cars off the road
or planting almost 2 million acres of trees.
If you are looking for ways to save money on your energy bill,
Progress Energy has 100 energy efficiency upgrade and 14
programs to help customers reduce energy usage. Many are
low cost and easy and offer real savings potential; others

involve more upfront investment or commitment but provide a
bigger payback.
The first step is to schedule a Home Energy Check. Progress
Energy Florida’s free energy evaluation includes an analysis
of your home’s overall energy use as well as personalized
recommendations to help you save energy and money.
Customers can request energy checks by calling
1.877.364.9003 or visiting savethewatts.com. On the Web site,
you also will find 100 useful energy-savings tips as well as
information on programs such as Solar Water Heating, which
includes a $450 incentive and annual savings of up to 85
percent on hot water costs, and a free program called
EnergyWiseSM that can save you more than $145 annually on
your electric bill.
In addition to energy efficiency programs, Progress Energy
Florida offers other ways to help customers manage their
energy expenses. Customers on tight budgets may want to
consider Progress Energy’s Budget Billing program, which
averages a customer’s annual energy cost and divides it into
12 equal payments.
Although we can’t control the global factors that are driving
up costs, we can take control of how efficiently we maintain
our homes. Help Progress Energy Florida help you to take the
necessary steps to reduce your energy usage and reap the
savings rewards.

Helping Our Neighbors In Need
Customers who need assistance paying their
electric bills can receive help through the Energy
Neighbor Fund. All funds collected from participating
Progress Energy Florida employees and customers
are distributed through social service agencies to
neighbors in need.
On July 14, 2008, Chairman, President & CEO Bill
Johnson announced that the Progress Energy
Foundation is doubling its annual matching
contribution to the Energy Neighbor Fund to $1
million to help the company’s low-income customers
with their energy bills.
Florida’s program began in 1988 and has provided
more than $8 million in assistance to families in crisis.
For more information, visit progress-energy.com or
call 1.800.700.8744.
L O O K I N G AT P O W E R I N A N E W L I G H T
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CONA Committee Reports
This is our new monthly feature to provide a brief summary for
CONA members on CONA Committee progress. Please
direct your questions to the appropriate Committee Chair.

• LEADERSHIP – 12th Leadership class begins January 2009.
Looking for volunteers.

• AUDIT – Keith Locke, Chair
The Audit Committee met and performed the audit of
the first six months' financial activity.

• MEMBERSHIP – Barbara Hawkins, Chair
Currently there are 52 Member Neighborhoods and 2
Associate Members. Articles are running in each monthly
CONA newsletter to encourage membership.CONA volunteers are calling Neighborhood Presidents to invite membership. CONA membership and mailing lists are being updated
and coordinated with City List.Conversations with Presidents
are resulting in a useful exchange of information.
Follow up calls will be requested for Neighborhoods with
issues.A number of Presidents are planning to attend the
CONA meeting next week – hopefully with check in hand.
Please email or call me if you can make a few calls to invite
Neighborhoods to join.

• COURT WATCH – No update at this time.
• LAND DEVELOPMENT/HISTORIC RESOURCES –
Will Michaels, Chair
The Land Development and Historic Resources Committee
continues to monitor the stadium and Tropicana Field
redevelopment proposal, the "glitch" issues connected with the
new Land Development Regulations, and historic resource
matters. The City Council has finally agreed to initiate bringing
Al Lang (Jeff Danner in a City Workshop clarified his intent was
to also include Mahaffey and other land between Al Lang and
the Airport) under downtown park zoning as twice requested
by CONA. However, doing so will not limit building heights on
that site to 75 feet (with a public hearing) as is the case with all
of the other land zoned for park and recreational use. Heights
may be up to 300 feet. This is an additional "glitch" that needs
to be remedied. The Committee is also following up on its
earlier report and recommendations regarding the Rays
Owners' proposal for a new waterfront stadium (see CONA
web site), and monitoring implementation of the ABC Coalition
established by the Mayor to study alternative sites (requested
by CONA) and financing.
Previously CONA approved proposed land development
measures pending include: reducing the duration of site plan
approval periods (now up to 7 years for projects under 60 units
and 9 years for larger projects before a proposed project needs
to start--potential for numerous vacant lots and temporary
parking); limits on the length of construction projects (there are
none now); and requiring applications approved under the old
rules to comply with the new rules if major changes are made
(See Chapter 16.70.010.9).
CONA Executive Board also supported Saint Petersburg
Preservation's (SPP) request to protect various historic features
of the 1926 Crislip Arcade at 645 Central Ave., and in
particular not to board up the front of the building, which
would detract from the appearance of the neighborhood and
depress property values. The City Council approved this
SPP/CONA request.

• NOMINATIONS – Nominations for 2009 Officers and
Committee Chairs open October 2008.
• PUBLIC SAFETY – Jeff Franks, Chair
2008 Questionnaire
Purpose: To gage the general feelings and perceptions of the
Neighborhoods on crime and policing in St .Petersburg. Share
information with Police to improve community policing and hilight potential problems.
Status: Need more responses-will start e-mailing all N.A. in August
Stats and Your Neighborhood
• Creating your own check
• How to Gather Info. -- Committee to make list of
question that would resemble those they may
receive from neighbors or neighborhoods
• Work on play book for answering questions.
Status: Working with on line Links and trying to get City to
respond for meetings on what information is available to us.
Crime Watch Support
• CONA support and mentoring
• Look for interconnectivity to N.A., CSO and other
Police units
Status: Crime watch support is mostly in the discussion stage till
more info is gathered.

If you have not met with or written your City Council
representative regarding CONA's land development
recommendations, please do so, and let me know. For more
information call Will Michaels, Committee Chair, at 420-9195
or email to wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com.

www.conastpete.org
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CONA BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES
The Sunshine Multi-Service Center - July 16, 2008

n President Barbara Heck called the meeting to order at
7:00 p.m., leading us in the Pledge of Allegiance to our
Flag.
n She welcomed our visitors, county and city government
officials as well as current election candidates.
n Our first guest speaker was Jim Kennedy, (City Council
District 2), who shared some “Green Ideas” he garnered
during Council’s recent trip to Takamatsu, Japan.
• Recyclable trash collection was broken down by
neighborhoods with a rotating responsibility to gather
the materials to central salvage locations.
• Public access bike loan facilities are provided to
encourage free use of bicycles in lieu of motorized,
(public or private), transportation.
• The Councilman encouraged residents to join in two
similar programs for St. Petersburg. He hoped that
CONA would cooperate in formation of such special
interest committees.
n Sheila Lopez, Director of Project Hope, was called
forward to accept the CONA Citizen of The Month
Plaque jointly awarded to Frank Murphy, President of
Catholic Charities.
n April Gausman gave her Treasurer’s Report that showed a
current balance, (exclusive of CONA Leadership funding),
of $1,257.93.
n Travis Jarman, the Chairman of our By-laws Review
Committee explained their work in seeking to identify
glitches in our By-laws that remain since the last update in
2007. His current committee includes Mike Gulley, Will
Michaels, and Cass Rael Sr.
n Will Michaels spoke for his LDR & Historic Preservation
Committee.
• Their most prominent success was in City Council
approval of embracing Al Lang Field in the Downtown
Waterfront Park Zone.
• A needed height restriction was found to be lacking in
the codes.
• The withdrawal of the Ray’s Waterfront Stadium
Proposal has tabled Will’s work in analyzing their proposed plans.
• They have moved ahead with negotiations to preserve
the Crislip Arcade from immediate demolition by the
owners.
• A meeting has been scheduled to review the city’s proposed remedies to the identified LDR “Glitches”.
n Newly appointed Membership Chair, Barbara Hawkins,
reported on her work with several volunteers to recruit
new CONA members and to reenroll associations that
have lapsed.
n Moved, (Killian, Jungle Terrace), to ratify the application of
Buena Vista Neighborhood Association for CONA
Membership.
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• Tom then explained the ground rules for our discussion.
Julie Richey introduced a Power Point. Chris Calato
answered for Buena Vista. Andrea Hildebran spoke for
Bartlett Park and introduced a video presentation, then
answered questions. Each group was afforded 12 minutes
to present arguments, for or against, the motion to
approve CONA membership for Buena Vista.
• After viewing information videos from each of the
contending groups, Tom opened the floor to questions
from the audience.
• Tom reiterated the rules restricting questions from the
floor.
• Only qualified voting directors would be heard, only
one comment or question from each, limited to 1
minute’s duration.
• Responses to floor questions would also be limited to 1
minute’s duration.
• A variety of comments and questions were proposed
from the floor, each speaker identifying themselves and
the neighborhood they represent.
• In several instances, responses to the questions posed
were given by both Buena Vista and Bartlett Park, each
limited to 1 minute.
n At 8:20 PM, there was a call for the question. Mike Gulley
and Barbara Hawkins collected the ballot and subsequently
announced the vote: Yes=2, No=32
[Motion by Buena Vista failed.]
n Our next speaker was Jeff Frank, Chair. of the CONA
Public Safety Committee. He appealed to all neighborhoods as well as individuals to complete and submit
responses to the CONA Crime Survey, [see CONA web
site: “CONA Questionnaire About Crime”].
• The compiled results will be reviewed with the
executives of our St. Petersburg Police Department.
• The Committee is developing a “Playbook” providing
guidance to Neighborhood Crime Watch Groups on
gathering and compiling data on local crime threats.
n We were reminded that August fifth will be “National
Night Out” this year. Neighborhood associations are invited to coordinate their activities with S.P.P.D., [Officer
Johnnie Harris- 893-7559], though current budget
restraints will restrict Police visits to just 2 neighborhoods.
n City Councilman, (and former CONA President), Karl
Nurse spoke next of two issues currently under consideration by Council.
• A proposal has been introduced to expedite codes
enforcement, under Todd Yost, to address many quality
of life issues.
• Foreclosure Prevention is to be the theme of two
public meetings, (August 16th and October 18), that
will bring together at-risk mortgage holders, government agencies and several local banking officers in an
effort to prevent possible/pending foreclosures.
www.conastpete.org

n After reminding us to promote participation at our August
26th primary elections, our President invited attending
election candidates to briefly introduce themselves to our
audience.
• Randall Jones- for Sheriff
• Charles Mckenzie- for Fla. Rep. Dist. 55
• Frank Gregoire- for Pinellas Property Appraiser
• Samm Simpson- for 10th Congressional District
• Mary Handsel- for Circuit Court Judge, Group 6
• Robert A. Williams- for Circuit Court Judge, Dist. 8
• Max Linn- for 10th Congressional District
• Jennifer Crocker- for School Board At Large Dist. 1
• Grant Smith- for School Board At Large Dist 1
n The President then announced Open Forum.
• Judy Ellis, (Lakewood), urged the city initiate a traffic
control scheme, used else where, that provides neighborhood teams with radar speed guns and warning
letters to be sent to violators.
• The new President of Bayou Highlands solicited advice
on the ethical restraints of accepting political ads for
newsletters.
• Dave Hoover, (Riviera Bay), urged our members to
schedule a presentation, at one of our monthly meetings, by the County Supervisor of Elections. These will
do much to encourage voter participation. [The
Sunshine Center will feature such a meeting on July 23rd.]

n Announcing our next meeting would be August 20th, our
meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
Conrad Weiser, Secretary

S t . Petesburg Codes Department
I recently had the opportunity to give a presentation to
the Public Safety and Infrastructure Committee. The
presentation focused on case load activity, response times
and work prioritization. It compared the fiscal year prior
to budget reductions to the year after the reduction
implementation. The analysis showed that response times
have improved, and performance measures and priorities
have remained consistent. The presentation also focused
on the use of technological improvements, process
changes, and resource and enforcement efficiencies. All of
this could not have been accomplished without the
experience and professionalism of the department team.
The staff has done an outstanding job, through training and
adaptation, in response to these new efforts.
I look forward to reviewing these items and continuing
dialogue and discussion with the CONA leadership in the
upcoming August Meeting. I appreciate all of CONA’s
input and thank you all for your assistance to our
department in keeping the City of St. Petersburg a
great place to live and work.
Todd Yost, Director, Codes Compliance Assistance
Department, City of St. Petersburg

2008 Officers and
Executive Board Members
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In Memoriam

Claude Yves Jenet (1936 - 2008)

CONA members send their heartfelt sympathy to the family
and friends of Claude Yves Jenet who passed away July 24, 2008.
Claude was the current President of the Greater Pinellas Point Civic
Association (GPPCA) and a 2008 graduate of CONA Leadership.
Claude was very active as both the award winning Newsletter Editor
and Webmaster. Claude also worked on the preservation of our historic landmark Tocobaga Indian Temple Mound Hirrihigua.
CONA celebrate his life and his legacy.

