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A Celebration of Tree Planting at Little Bayou Park!
Come to a wonderful and unique celebration in this haze of bad economic woes and plant some trees, eat some great
food, and cap off a nine-year restoration in this park!!
In these days of bad news, become part of some goods times by assisting in this bayside park’s restoration and improve
its ecological significance. We have received a $10,000 grant from the Tampa Bay Estuary Program to fulfill this goal.
This park is one or the last wild, bayside, forested areas left in St. Petersburg.
Please celebrate with us this park’s final phase in its restorative process by participating in a Tree Planting Day
Saturday, February 28th at 9:00am at Little Bayou Park. Over 500 plants will be planted!!
We will provide water, fruit, pastries, coffee, and orange juice PLUS we hope, special music for the day!
TO BRING: Spade shovel, gloves, long pants, water, sunscreen, and a hat.
Please RSVP Ray Wunderlich III by February 25th at: 727-577-4344 or email rayrunner@yahoo.com
DIRECTIONS: From I-275 exit 54th Ave. South go left/ east about 2 1/2 miles till it dead ends at the stop sign at 4th
Street South. (Look for “work day” signs). Go right and travel 1/2 block, then turn left at 55th Ave. South. Go until
you enter the gate/ grassy park, about 1/4 mile, and park inside. Look for a helper.
From Downtown St. Pete, head south on 9th street until you reach 54th Ave South. Go left/east and travel ? mile.
Follow above directions onto 4th Street South into the Park.
WE THANK AND HONOR OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS:
Tampa Bay Estuary Program
City of St. Petersburg Parks Department
Greater Pinellas Point Civic Association
T.R.E.E. (Tampa Bay Reforestation and Environmental Effort, Inc)
Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS)
Twiggs and Leaves Native Plant Nursery
Progress Energy

CONA Board Meeting
Wednesday, February 18, 2009
The SUNSHINE CENTER, 330 5th St. N.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Agenda Items:
Goal Setting Meeting Update
City Updates
CONA Committees’ and Treasurer’s Reports
Old Business - New Business
Important Upcoming Events:
Feb 7 - CONA Goal Setting
Mar 18 - CONA Meeting
July 9-11- Florida Neighborhoods Conference
in St. Petersburg, Florida
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February President’s Message
By Barbara McCormick Heck
Happy Valentine’s Day to everyone ! ! !
Let’s spread some of that love around the City and watch it
grow and grow. St. Petersburg is a wonderful city with
wonderful neighborhoods and wonderful residents. We
just want it to be even “more wonderful” for everyone.
Thank you to our CONA neighborhoods for attending our
CONA Goals Retreat on February 7th. You will have an
overview of our 2009 goals at our February 18th CONA
meeting. Now the hard part begins as we work on our
CONA overall goals and integrate your neighborhood
needs into the bigger picture.
To accomplish this, CONA will be working closely with City
and County staff and administration over the next months.
There are also lots of other City and County issues to work
on too like the 2010 budget, the Pier Task force, Rays baseball, water shortages and others.

We know that every neighborhood is requesting some kind
of assistance. We look to our Neighborhood Associations
to identify those needs and how CONA can help.
Remember, times are very challenging. It is going to take a
clear vision and a lot of volunteers. Now, more than ever,
this is the time for you and your neighborhood residents to
pitch in and help out. Marshall your forces and prioritize
your needs. With your residents’ support, CONA’s help
and the City/County staff assistance, you can accomplish so
much.
Remember those “R’s”: Reuse, recycle, restore, reclaim,
renew and most of all . . . remember.
Remember, you are not alone. There are so many people
ready, willing and able to help. You just have to ask.
Let’s get started and let’s make 2009 the Year of
Accomplishments in the Neighborhoods ! ! !

Additional Changes to Current Watering Restrictions
From Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD)
Our region is experiencing an extended period of drought due to lack of significant rainfall. This trend has
limited surface water supplies for processing drinking water. The Southwest Florida Water Management
District (SWFWMD), the regulator of our water supplies has recently issued Water Shortage Order
#08-044 for Hillsborough, Pasco and Pinellas Counties.
Watering for users of potable, private well and surface water sources is
ONCE A WEEK. While reclaimed water usage is still voluntary, all are
encouraged to follow the schedule.
Below are the additional requirements:
• Hand-watering of non-lawn landscaping is prohibited from 8AM until
6PM. An automatic shutoff device must be installed on your hose and
used at all times.
• Hand-watering of lawns is allowed only during your designated
watering day and times.
• Micro-irrigation (also called low-flow or drip irrigation) is prohibited
from 8AM until 6PM.
• Non-essential lawn and landscape water use must be eliminated.
• Aesthetic fountains and waterfalls, including for storm water pond
aeration (unless pond is augmented by reclaimed water) shall be
operated for no more than four (4) hours per day.
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NO WARNINGS !
Violations observed by Enforcement
Personnel will result in a citation.
A violation is subject to a fine plus court
costs. Failure to comply with current
watering restrictions is a Class II
municipal ordinance offense subject to
a $175 fine plus court costs. Court
costs range from $13 for uncontested
violations to $58 for contested
violations. Subsequent violations are
subject to higher fines as assessed by
the court up to a maximum fine of $500
plus court costs.

www.conastpete.org

Our CONA Community
Our CONA Community section is new this issue.
We would like to recognize significant happenings in
our CONA Community.
Please submit to
Newsletter Editor Mike Gulley at jmgulley1@hotmail.com
Congratulations
Ray Wunderlich – awarded $10k grant for Little
Bayou project
Get Well Soon
John Morroni – (Pinellas County Commissioner)
Jimmy Biggerstaff – (former CONA President)
Our Deepest Sympathy to the family and friends of
Richard Shireman – (Jan 9, 2009)

CONA Thanks our Orientation
Dinner Sponsors
CONA would like to thank the following companies
that donated food to make our CONA Leadership
Orientation Dinner possible. Without their generous
support, this night would not have been such a huge
success. As you visit these companies, please thank
them again for their support.
• CAFÉ TEN-O-ONE/CREATIVE CATERING at
1001 First Ave. N
• ST PETERSBURG ALE HOUSE at
7901 Dr. MLK St. N
• CHICK-FIL-A at 4241 4th St. N
• PINELLAS POINT SWEETBAY SUPERMARKET
at 955 62nd Ave, S
• RIVIERA BAY CIVIC ASSOCIATION

The Land Development and Historic
Resources Committee Report
Will Micheals, Committeee Chair
The Land Development and Historic Resources
Committee continues to monitor land development, stadium, Pier, Williams Park, Al Lang, and other Downtown
Waterfront Park issues. We are currently advocating for
greater community representation on the pending Pier
Planning Task Force; a strong marine science program to
be incorporated in the new Pier facility and other related
recommendations; a public visioning and planning process
for the entire Downtown Waterfront (rather than just the
special focus efforts undertaken so far on limited aspects
of the Waterfront); suitable relocation of city historic landmarks being displaced by proposed development on 4th
Ave. NE; and landmarking of the Detroit Hotel (the city's
most historic building). Persons interested in participating
in the committee should contact Chair Will Michaels at
420-9195 or wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com.

Association Organization Manual
Tom Killian
Every association needs one. To develop your association
and to detail all positions and events will help you be more
successful. When new people want to get involved you
have specific responsibilities that they can see in print.
They either know that they can devote the time to handle
the position or not. Better to know before they get
elected. Every association has by-laws which give general
information but nothing specific.
If you do bulk mailing you need a current manual showing
necessary piece count, weight, folding style and a sample
of the Postage Statement Paperwork. This is very
important because one step missed could keep your
newsletter from being mailed.
If your association has received grants through the
Neighborhood Partnership Office you should have a
manual showing the grants and the responsibilities that
your association has to maintain those grants.
People come and go in association work and a lot of good
information is lost. Have all your people who hold positions, elected or volunteer write a detailed description of
what they do and how they do it.
An Organization Manual is planning for your associations
future.
You might find one person in your association who likes to
write and would find putting together a master manual a
challenge. Find that person.

www.conastpete.org
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Progress Energy offers energy savings
presentations in your community
Progress Energy Florida understands rising costs are a concern to customers,
especially during these challenging economic times. To help customers use
energy wisely and reduce monthly electric bills, Progress Energy is encouraging
neighborhoods to schedule a free presentation for your community with one of
our energy efficiency advisors.
The presentation includes information about the following
energy- and money-savings programs:
Free Home Energy Check:
• Comprehensive, in-home energy evaluation
• Provides customized energy- and money-saving
recommendations
o Easy, no-cost lifestyle changes
o Low-cost upgrades
o Home energy improvements
Rebates and Incentives for:
• Air duct leakage testing and repair
• Attic and wall insulation
• Energy-efficient air conditioning with heat pump
• Reflective roofing products
• High-efficiency windows, window film and screening
EnergyWise
• Participants can save over $145 annually
• Free program
• Automatically pays you to temporarily reduce energy
consumption in the event of an usually high power demand

COLD WEATHER TIPS
When wintry weather grips the sunshine state, many customers are quick to turn up the heat. In fact, Floridians tend to
use the most electricity when it’s cold outside. Progress Energy
recommends customers consider the following tips to save
energy while staying warm:
• Change your thermostat from 74 to 70F in winter and save
$37. However, to maximize your energy savings, set your
thermostat at 68 to 70F during the day and 60 to 65F at
night. Every degree under 70F saves 10 percent on the
heating portion of your electric bill.
•

Portable heaters are great for spot heating, but don’t over
do it. Running a 1,500-watt resistance heater 24/7 costs
$149 a month.

•

Test your home air conditioning system for duct leakage. It
is estimated that heating and cooling costs can be reduced
as much as one-third by sealing leaky ducts. Estimated
annual savings on a home with sealed ducts: $280

•

Everyone likes a hot shower, but make sure your water
heater temperature is set at 120 degrees. Water set at 120
degrees will cost you about $242 per year versus water set
at 140 degrees which can cost $327 per year. Save $85 and
spend $0! Also consider installing low-flow shower heads
to save water and electricity.

•

Our simplest tip for the winter? Reduce your thermostat
when you leave home.

SM

During the presentation, you will gain practical advice, tips and
information about programs that can result in significant savings on your monthly bill. For example, customers who have
completed a Home Energy Check and have done the following
in their homes: heat pump upgrade, duct seal, attic insulation
and window tinting (all of which may also qualify for Progress
Energy rebates) – have saved $256 per year on their electric
bills. And, signing up for Energy Wise can result in an additional $145 in customers’ pockets, making the total savings
opportunity more than $400 per year.
To schedule a free presentation in your community,
call 877-364-9003.

L O O K I N G AT P O W E R I N A N E W L I G H T
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U.S. CENSUS BUREAU Is Presently
Testing Applicants for Jobs in the
Tampa Bay Area
Opportunities for employment are presently being
offered by the U.S. Census Bureau in preparation of
the 2010 Census.
There are both part-time and full-time jobs in the
Tampa Bay Area as well as throughout the State of
Florida.
Individuals will be compensated for participating in
training, if selected for employment.

City of St. Petersburg Garbage
Pick-up Holiday Schedule
Holidays will sometimes change your scheduled
garbage pick-up day. Here is the schedule for January
and February 2009.
Monday, Feb 16th (Presidents’ Day)
• Monday collection will be on Tuesday
• Tuesday collection will be on Wednesday
• Thursday and Friday will remain the same.
You can also access this information at
www.stpete.org/garbage.htm

Mileage is reimbursed and wages are paid weekly.

Citizen’s Police Academy

Applicants must take and pass a basic skills test.
Testing sites are located throughout the Tampa Bay
area at various times and dates for convenience
purposes.

The St. Petersburg Police Department will host a
Citizen’s Police Academy March 30th through April
18th, 2009. Classes will be held on Monday nights
from 6:00pm to 9:00pm. There is no cost for the
course.

For additional information and to schedule a test,
please call the toll free number at 1-866-861-2010
or contact Regina A. Martin-Tuthill at
RMartinTuthill@aol.com.

Pinellas Living Green Expo
Saturday, May 2 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, May 3 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Harborview Center, Downtown Clearwater

www.PinellasLivingGreenExpo.org

Ingrid’s
Ice Cream Parlor

City residents or those who work in the City are
invited to attend, but seating is limited to 30 participants. All applicants must be 18 years of age and pass
a background check. All Citizen’s Police Academy
graduates will also be given an opportunity to “ride
along” with a patrol officer or spend a shift with an
Emergency Dispatcher in the Communications
Center.
The course’s topics include DUI and traffic enforcement, child abuse investigations and internet safety,
K-9 demonstrations, Communications Center and
911 calls, use of force and firearms training/simulations. Students will participate in a training scenario
with the Department’s Tactical Apprehension and
Control (SWAT) team and get their hands dirty lifting
latent fingerprints.
In the final class, Homicide Detective Gary Gibson
helps students apply their new crime scene skills by
presenting an in-depth look at some “real” homicide
cases.
For more information, please call Officer Tonia Nave
at 727-893-7141.

497 7th Ave North - St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Next to Historic Lake
Open 12 - 7 daily
www.conastpete.org

Go to our website at www.stpete.org/police to get
more information and download the registration
form. The classes fill up fast, so don’t delay.
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CONA BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES
The Sunshine Multi-Service Center - January 21, 2008
n President Barbara Heck called the meeting to order at
7:00 p.m., leading us in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag.
n City Councilman and former CONA President, Karl Nurse,
presided at the swearing in ceremony of our CONA Officers
for 2009.
n Considering the economic challenges of the months ahead,
the growing need for volunteer from our neighborhood
associations is a key to our city’s progress.
• The success of the first KaBoom Playground Project,
(hopefully the first of several more awarded
St. Petersburg), exemplifies our teamwork spirit.
• We need to resolve the various priorities of all
neighborhoods to distinguish our current wishes from our
more urgent needs.
• The partnership between our City Staff and our
Neighborhood Leaders must evolve and share solutions to
our local problems as they arise.
n We then enjoyed a PowerPoint presentation by Mike
Connors, City Administrator for Internal Services. His talk
was a primer of City Budget Development.
• The Budget, funding for 26 different departments covering
our fiscal year from October first to the end of September,
is required to be balanced and is further constrained by
state and city statutes as well as our City Charter. There is
also a requirement for a City Comprehensive Plan.
• Mr. Connors several strategies that the city has
implemented, in recent years, to reduce taxes. Several
state measures have impacted the tax reduction goals
including the tax rollback of two years ago, and Florida
Constitutional Amendment One that revised tax
exemptions for Homesteaders, Save our Homes, and the
Tangible Tax relief.
• A primary goal has been to invest capitol where it can
produce sustainable operating cost reductions. [He cited
several examples of economies achieved.]
• The current millage rate is the lowest in 30 years!
• A 5% contingency reserve is provided in each of the
city enterprise budgets.
• The city’s current budget policies are defined in a 24 page
document. There is currently a 7 month cycle to draft,
define and finalize the budget.
• We now enjoy the sustained budgets of 3 year union
contracts with the three largest groups of our employee
representatives.
• Our per capita potable water consumption of 95 gallons
per day compares favorably with the 146 gallons daily of
the national average.
• The budget for our Water Department, inflated by water
softening treatment, is second only to that of the Police
Department.
• Our lauded 100 miles of bike trails was funded entirely
with “Outside’” money, not from our city resources.
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n City Counsel has acknowledged that these are ‘Austere
Times”.
• Anticipated property reappraisals will surely reduce the tax
revenues from the current figure of $67,000,000.
• Local real estate foreclosures are rising from last year’s
1 % attrition.
• Appeals are being heard from residents who can’t
afford our water bills.
n At this point, questions from the floor were invited.
• Is the City seeking outside funding? (A)Yes, e.g.
Neighborhood Grants Program.
• How are the city’s $400 M capitol investments holding up?
(A) Our three pension plans are each off about 28%.
• How can citizens participate in Budget Development? (A)
City Council will have public budget hearings 7/9, 9/3, and
9/13. Budget comments and concepts are always welcome.
• Council does not have its own budget development staff.
• Council must approve budget amounts but cannot impose
any details.
n We were reminded that the mission of our CONA Goals
Retreat, (2/7/09), is to identify neighborhood priorities to be
assimilated by our City Government.
• Our appreciation was voiced to Bob Jeffries and Mike Dove
for their financial support of our CONA Goals Retreat.
n Jason Diviki, (Chair of our new CONA Energy/Environment
Committee, solicited volunteers to support President Obama’s
goal of reducing our “Carbon Footprint” by 80% before the
year 2050.
n Councilman Karl Nurse reported that an Energy Conservation
Workshop has been scheduled for January 29th to facilitate
applications for several federal grant programs at one session.
n Dave Hoover, (Riviera Bay Civic), provided a review of efforts
to restrict or preclude construction of new cell phone towers
in city neighborhoods.
• As a current Council issue, Councilman Nurse absented
himself from our discussion.
• We hear of DRC hearings and challenges of a 130 ft. cell
tower at the Holy Family Church Property with
participation by Northeast Terrace N/A.
• Tower construction leases on city parkland are limited to 3
years.
• Contributing to our discussion, Dr .Eugene Webb, (Mgr.
S.P.P.D. Info. Technology), will be invited to make a
presentation at subsequent meetings.
• Moved, (Hoover), CONA supports his neighborhood
association’s objection to building a cell phone tower
anywhere on Holy Family Church property.
[Motion approved]
Our meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.
Conrad Weiser, Secretary
www.conastpete.org

HAPPY VALENTINES! WILL YOU BE MINE IN 2009?
SEND YOUR DUES & APPLICATION TO JOIN CONA
CONA annual dues of $35 for Membership are due as of January l, 2009. Please mail your
application and check, or bring them to the Meeting on February 18. Our special thanks to the
Members who join on time for 2009.
The 2009 Member Neighborhoods are listed below. Join CONA right away, and you will be on
the list the next day.
Airport Association
Americana Cove
Azalea Homes
Bahama Shores
Bayway Isles
Broadwater Civic
Coquina Key
Crescent Heights
Crescent Lake
Crossroads
Disston Heights

Downtown
Eagle Crest Civic
Fossil Park
Greater Pinellas Point
Greater Woodlawn
Harbordale
Harris Park
Highland Oaks
Historic Old Northeast
Historic Uptown
Jungle Terrace Civic

Please join us at the Meeting on February 18…
Barbara Hawkins, Membership

Lakewood Estates
Live Oaks
Magnolia Heights
North Kenwood
Riviera Bay Civic
Shore Acres Civic
Snell Isle
Tropical Shores
Venetian Isles
Westminster Heights

2009 Officers and
Executive Board Members
President
Barbara Heck - Snell Isle
894-6020 - barbara@theheckhouse.com
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First Vice President
Mike Gulley - Coquina Key
244-8374 - jmgulley1@hotmail.com
Second Vice President
Will Michaels - Bahama Shores
420-9195 - wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com
Secretary
Conrad Weiser - Edgemoor
522-5008 - MAOA1999@aol.com
Treasurer
April Gausman - Historic Uptown
244-1896 - april@realestatebyapril.com
CONA Leadership
Ingrid Comberg - Historic Uptown
821-2192
CourtWatch Committee
Carole Griffiths - Disston Heights
522-7206 - cgriff6721@aol.com
Membership
Barbara Hawkins - Greater Pinellas Point
866-1747 - be.hawkins@verizon.net
Nominating Committee
Judy Ellis - Lakewood Estates
864-3957 - jellis@5610@tampabay.rr.com
Public Safety Committee
Jeff Frank - Live Oaks
322-0488 - kirstenjefffinn@yahoo.com
CONA General Meetings
3rd Wed of each month
CONA Board Meetings
2nd Wed of each month
Frequently Called Numbers
Neighborhood
Partnership Office:
892-5141
Mayor’s Action Line:
893-7111
Codes Office:
893-7373
SPPD Community Service Numbers:
District: 1
551-3181
District 2
551-3182
District 3
551-3183
CONA Newsletter Deadlines
Copy Deadline (NEW):
25th of each month
Mailing:
2nd Wednesday of month
Layout Editor: Mo Eppley 686-2146
Coordinator: Mike Gulley 244-8374

SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendars for July 9 - 11, 2009, when the City of St. Petersburg
will host the 13th Annual Florida Neighborhoods Conference (FNC) at the
Hilton St. Petersburg Bayfront! This gathering of neighborhood and civic
leaders from throughout Florida provides an opportunity for participants
to share ideas and learn ways to improve the quality of life in their neighborhoods. The FNC includes workshops, neighborhood tours, and a
chance to network with friends at numerous social events. Nearly 400
community leaders attended the 2008 conference in Tallahassee anticipates at least that many this year.
Registration fees are $50 per person which includes all workshops, tours
and special events; hotel reservations and transportation arrangements
must be made separately. View website for additional information and
reserve your hotel room online at www.stpete.org/fnc.

