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September President’s Message
By Barbara McCormick Heck
A Message to all the Candidates. CONA does not take a stand on any particular candidate, but we definitely do take
stands on those issues affecting our neighborhoods. CONA will work with whomever the residents elect as our Mayor and
our new Council members. CONA encourages your consensus building with our neighborhoods. CONA encourages your
cooperation with all our neighborhoods. CONA wants our neighborhood voices to be heard – loud and clear. Each neighborhood may have differing priorities, but we want to work with you and city staff to achieve our goals. Listen to us and find
ways to help us. Together we can make a difference. Together we can make St Petersburg a wonderful place to live and raise
our families.
New Crime Prevention tool. Your St Petersburg Police Department has just added another tool to your Crime Prevention
tool box. Announced at our August CONA meeting, the website www.crimereports.com is now up and running. Information
is updated daily. Log on and research what is happening on your street and in your neighborhood. You can also sign up for
daily neighborhood crime updates Dr. Gene Webb and his staff will train you on how to use this program. Crime Watch
Coordinators please call now to sign up for this 30 minute training.
School has started, but drivers are NOT slowing down. Please continue to place reminders in your newsletters and on
your websites that school is in session and all have an early dismissal on Wednesdays. Ask your residents to please drive
responsibly and slowly and obey all school zone speed limits. Let’s keep our children safe – they are the future.
CONA Nite at the Trop. Let’s show our Rays we really do love them. Let’s have some fun. Gather your family and friends
and come to CONA Nite at the Trop – Saturday, October 3rd. Cheer on the Rays as they tackle those NY Yankees. Game
starts at 7:08PM. Come early. Enjoy the food, fun and your CONA friends. Tickets are $14 each. Seats are good.
Continuing Neighborhood Challenges. Neighborhoods are dealing with a wide variety of issues as priorities change from
neighborhood to neighborhood. Please work with city officials and volunteer to help in your neighborhood. We have a long
way to go to resolve these issues.
• Public Safety – how to deal with increased crime in tough economic times.
• 2010 City and County Budget cuts – how to deal with less.
• Foreclosures – how to deal with unkempt homes, yards and absent landowners.
• Code Enforcement – how to deal with new policies.
• Historic Preservation – how to preserve our history for future generations.
• Going “Green” – how to deal with environmental impacts.
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Important Upcoming Events:
Sep 16 CONA General Meeting
Sep 26 Carefest – Day of Service
Oct 3 CONA Nite at the Trop
Oct 21 CONA’s Mayoral Candidates Forum

Current workings in City and County
Here are your September updates on issues affecting all of us.
Carefest – Saturday, September 26th: Over 1500 volunteers are
joining together for a day of service to help those in need in the
community. Volunteers are needed for painting, basic repairs, yard
work, park clean up, etc. For a list of projects or to recommend
someone for a small project at their home, contact Phillip Harris at
727-893-4110.
Father’s Walk – September 10th: Sponsored by Urban League,
this event is an opportunity for fathers to show their support for the
education of their children. A father or father figure simply walks his
child to school on Thursday, Sept 10, 2009. We want children to know
their performance in school does matter to fathers and we want
fathers to have the opportunity to be welcomed at schools across the
County.
25th Annual Crime Run and Family Festival – September 20th:
Sponsored by Urban League, the 3.1 mile run or walk through the
community is an opportunity to come together and prevent crime in
our neighborhoods. The slogan is “Let’s run crime out of our
communities.” Registration is at 9AM. The race starts at 10AM and
Family Festival runs from 11AM to 2PM. Come to Campbell Park for
the run and stay to enjoy the family festival with free food, music,
games, door prizes and health education. The event is free and
everyone is welcome.
Police Forfeiture Grants Program: Deadline is September 25th.
Projects eligible must impact crime prevention, neighborhood safety,
drug abuse education and prevention, or school resource officer
programs such as T-shirts and hats for Crime Watch teams.
Application is available online.
ABC-Coalition: The Fans Support Committee presented its Interim
Report at the August ABC-Coalition meeting. Please refer to the ABC
website at www.abc-baseball.com/events/august-20th-boardmeeting
for the Fans Support Committee Interim Report (both PowerPoint
summary and Word document full report) and a draft summary of all
the Committees’ Interim Reports to date.
Free Foreclosure Counseling: Neighborhood Housing Services
provides “free” counseling assistance to help homeowners in
foreclosure manage their foreclosure or remediate their
mortgage. They also provide Home Buyer Education courses
designed to help people achieve the dream of home ownership. Go to
www.stpetenhs.org for more information.
Waterfront Park Centennial: Peter Belmont and Cathy Martin
are chairing the Steering Committee planning this 2010 year long
event. New Year’s Eve will start the celebration with a family
oriented fun event highlighting some of the historic features of our
waterfront parks. In partnership with many other groups, activities
will be taking place in all of the waterfront parks from North Shore to
Poynter Park. Volunteers are needed for all these events. To get
involved, volunteer or donate resources, contact Peter Belmont at
peterbelmont@earthlink.net
Pier Task Force: CONA VP Will Michaels and DNA President
Marilyn Olsen are serving on this 20 member Pier Task Force.
Will chairs the Design Sub-committee. The Task Force is charged
with providing multiple re-development alternatives for the Pier,
identifying the estimated operating subsidy, reviewing the status
of the Pier and identifying funding estimates for alternatives. The Task
Force recommendations are due to City Council no later than
February 25, 2010.
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The Changing Face of Public Housing
The St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA) is a proud
community partner, committed to removing blight from
neighborhoods in the city of St. Petersburg and providing citizens
with affordable, rental housing in its place. SPHA has a 70-year
history of developing and administering affordable housing
programs in the city and currently serves more than 3,400 families.
Nationally recognized as a leader and innovator in the field of
affordable housing, SPHA is proud to be rated by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) as a
“High Performing” agency and to be a recipient of HUD’s “Best
Practices” awards. Also, the National Association of Housing and
Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO) recognized the SPHA with
several national agency awards of merit.
Like other housing authorities nationally, the SPHA has moved
away from building large complexes in favor of smaller affordable
housing properties, which better integrate low-income residents
with other renters and property owners. SPHA wants to take the
stigma away from “public housing,” instead making sure that
authority properties add value to their communities. The agency’s
goal is to increase the value of homeownership for single or
multi-family units in surrounding neighborhoods that still are
suffering from the plunge in home values since 2006.
To that end, the SPHA Board of Commissioners has authorized the
acquisition of small developments in non-traditional public housing
areas in order to avoid concentrated poverty in specific areas of
the city. SPHA has been involved in acquisition, sale and redevelopment of several properties during the past 24-months:
• Gateway Place Apartments (9101 Dr. MLK Jr. Street North) was
acquired in 2007 for SPHA’s public housing program, and
renovations were completed on the 20?unit property in 2009.
• Purchased in 2008, Saratoga Apartments (3475 32nd Avenue
North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713 and 3480 33rd Avenue
North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713) is a 34-unit affordable rental
development, featuring handicap-accessible apartments and
energy efficiency upgrades.
• Currently, SPHA is applying for approximately $17 million in
federal stimulus grants to revitalize the Graham Park/Rogall
Congregate site in downtown St. Petersburg.
In a time when available federal funds are being reduced annually
and operating costs continue to rise, SPHA is looking to creative
measures to fund programs and services, such as community
partnerships and efficiency strategies. This resourceful approach is
a fundamental part of SPHA’s strategy to bring more affordable
housing to St. Petersburg and to add value to neighborhoods
throughout the city.
For more information about SPHA, please visit our Web site at
www.stpeteha.org or call us at 727-323-3171.

www.conastpete.org
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Progress Energy provides
ways to save $165
In today’s economy, people everywhere are looking for new ways
to cut costs. When it comes to saving money on your monthly energy
bill, the answer may be easier than you think. By changing a few simple
behaviors and taking advantage of Progress Energy Florida programs, you
can reduce your energy usage, and your electric bill, dramatically.
And, in the three months leading up to the holiday
season, you could potentially save $165 - enough to
make a major dent in your holiday shopping.
How easy is saving energy? Consider this:
• Set your thermostat to the optimal temperature
(78 degrees or higher in the warmer months and 70
degrees or lower in the cooler months), and you
can save nearly $25 per month
• Adjust your water heater to 120 degrees instead
of 140 degrees and save an additional $7 a month
• Replace eight frequently used light bulbs with
compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) and save nearly
$12 the first month alone
• Sign up for EnergyWiseSM – a free Progress
Energy Florida program that offers a bill credit of up
to $11 per month April through October, and up to
$14 per month November through March. During a
period of peak community demand, EnergyWise
allows the company to temporarily cycle power off
and on to your water heater, central heating or
cooling, or pool pump to ensure that there’s enough
electricity to meet the community’s peak demand.

Looking to take your energy savings a step further?
Consider signing up for a free Home Energy Check.
Through this free service, a Progress Energy
Florida energy advisor will identify customized,
energy-saving solutions around your home and
determine your eligibility for valuable rebates the
company offers on home improvements that can
help reduce your monthly bills even more.
Need another reason to reduce your energy use?
In addition to saving money, reducing your energy
use helps protect the environment by reducing the
amount of carbon emissions produced as a result
of generating the electricity used in your home.
Eliminating the equivalent of one month’s average
energy use (1200 kWh) over the course of a year
prevents almost a ton of carbon from entering the
atmosphere.
For more information on smart ways to save
energy in your home or to sign up for a free
Home Energy Check or EnergyWise, visit
www.savethewatts.com or call 1-877-364-9003.

Altogether, you’re looking at more than $55 in
potential monthly energy savings without any
major investment.

L O O K I N G AT P O W E R I N A N E W L I G H T
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CONA BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES
The Sunshine Multi-Service Center - August 19, 2009
n President Barbara Heck welcomed our guests then led us in the Pledge of
Allegiance to our flag.
n We then heard a presentation from the Codes Compliance Department
by Gary Bush. They described proposed city ordinance revisions that are
intended to penalize repeat offenders to our Codes. Cooperation of
CONA’s Kai Warren was acknowledged and appreciated
• At their Codes Enforcement Board hearing, repeat offenders will be
scheduled last.
• The state 5 year statute of limitations will apply to a category of
offense at any local property not just at original offense citation.
• 10 day compliance for overgrowth citation is reduced to 5 days grace
for repeat offenders.
• The $50/day violation penalty for residential property owners will be
doubled for repeat offenders, as will the current $100/day
commercial property violation fine.
• City Council will vote on these proposed codes revisions
September third. Our CONA members were urged to contact our
Council Members supporting these ordinance revisions.
n We next heard an appeal from Cliff Footlick of the City Parks Dept. to
support a grant proposal he and Maianne Doane have drafted for
improvements to Clam Bayou Park.
• Their matching grant will be submitted September 15th under the
Florida Recreational Development Grant Program based. The
matching funding will come from Penny For Pinellas projected
earnings.
• This Swiftmud tract of 80 acres has been augmented from the
original 11 acre bequest.
• The proposal seeks to replicate the ambiance of Boyd Hill Park.
• Lacking a quorum, a hand voted CONA resolution supporting the
proposed Clam Bayou Grant won unanimously approval.
n Our next topic was the Women’s Half Marathon, (WHM), scheduled for
the weekend of November 22nd. Diane McSpirit and Kelly Baker, (of
Women’s Running Magazine), provided brochures, a video of the course,
and many details of the race.
• Organization of the race will parallel 40 others including the
traditional Boston Marathon. [Our Director managed the Boston Race.]
• Thus far, we have entries from 41 states.
• Katherine Switzer, of Marathon fame, will be a participant.
• The start and finish lines will be at the Mahaffey Theater. The course
includes a circumnavigation inside the Tropicana Dome.
• There will be handicapped participants and some Male Runners.
• Starting at 7:30 a.m., the race is limited to 4.5 hours with some 2,000
participants expected. The early registration fee is $70..
• Many volunteers will be recruited. Community Service Points can be
earned.
• WHM Speakers will be available to coordinate this program with
neighborhood associations impacted by the course.
n Dr. Gene Webb, (Manager, Information Technology), and Assistant Rick
Ferner demonstrated a new, on-line system for crime reports based on
the SPPD Calls for Service Logs.
• It was noted that CONA and our Neighborhood Crime Watch
Coordinators have been appealing for such up to date and
discriminating data for over a year.
• The St. Pete. crime data will be entered twice daily.
[Current other sites are updated weekly on Mondays.]
• The local use software was obtained for $2,600. plus $200./month.
• Dr. Webb demonstrated many features of this sites data display
including the Google Maps format employed. The center of the map,
and the size of the map can be adjusted.
• Unique icons for over a dozen crime categories can be selected,
singly or in groups, for the geographic area chosen.
• The period of interest, (days or weeks), for the data presented is
selectable.

6 • CONA Newsletter

• Crime incident icon locations are slightly skewed with this
program. SPPD is working with provider to correct that.
• The Sex Offender database is supplied by Florida Department of Law
Enforcement (FDLE) and is not a part of this software program
• The Chief promised to make his staff available to demonstrate the
new site for neighborhoods throughout the city.
• The Google Map Display can optionally be replaced with a Google
Satelite photo of the same geographic area.
• The host data base is refreshed every 12 hours and is discarded after
6 months.
• The Case # for the incidents displayed will not be altered, though
higher level reviews may revise the crime category displayed.
• The System does not display Amber Alerts.
• Certain types of crime, (as required by law), are redacted from
the SPPD date posted to preserve privacy and protect current
investigations.
• Due to variances in the processing times, the on-line data will not
exactly match the UCR reports or the CSO’s crime stats.
• Chief Harmon introduced Officer Mark Williams as the newly
appointed Crime Prevention Coordinator for our District #3.
n Cass Rael Sr. reported that Dave Hoover, and Judy Ellis, won prizes for
selling the most CONA tickets for the Ray’s Game.
n Mike Gulley reported on the progress of his Audit Committee that
includes Kai Warren and Fay Jackson.
n Public Safety Committee Chair, Jeff Frank, reported on their visit to the
Police Call Center. He encouraged all Crime Watch Coordinators to
take an opportunity to tour that important facility.
• SPPD has promised to make Call Center Staff available to train
Neighborhood Crime Watch meetings in how to effectively report
crime on the telephone.
n Susan Ajoc reminded us of the September 4th deadline for
Neighborhood Matching Grants and the upcoming close of Police
Forfeiture Grant application as well as closing voting for Neighborhood
Awards.
n Under New Business we heard a discussion of the possibility of urging
the city to buy an “Armadillo” to deter crack house operators.
• Absence of a quorum precluded motions on that issue.
• Dr. Webb commented that the Chief had urged him to investigate
that possibility.
Our meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Conrad Weiser, Secretary

CONA ELECTIONS ARE
COMING UP
The Nominating Committee is presently putting together
the slate of those who wish to run for office for 2010. If
you’ve never been part of the Executive Board, perhaps this
is the time to consider pitching in to help run this very
important organization. Consider running for:
President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Or consider heading one of the committees: Membership,
Audit, Public Safety, Nominating, Leadership.
The slate of candidates will be presented at the November
meeting, and the election will be at the December meeting.
The Board meets at 6:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of
each month.

www.conastpete.org

New Crime website
www.crimereports.com
CONA sends thank you’s to Chief Chuck Harmon, Dr. Gene
Webb and his SPPD IT staff for the new online crime information
service www.crimereports.com. Available right now and free to
anyone with a computer, the website contains the past six
months of “calls for service” information. The site is updated
daily to provide you with the most recent information.
Locations are mounted on the familiar “Google Maps”. You select
the dates, the crime categories and the location. There is also
an additional link (not SPPD) to the FDLE sex offender
database maintained by the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement (FDLE).
Dr. Gene Webb will visit any neighborhood association to
train your Crime Watch group how to use the website. CONA’s
PS Committee also will assist in setting up trainings for the
neighborhoods and Crime Watch coordinators.
The Chief’s intent, with full CONA support, is to provide up-todate crime information for every area of the city. Neighborhoods
do not have to wait until the next time their CSO visits their
neighborhood.

Anti-Litter Campaign
“Pilot Program”
Lakewood Estates President Judy Ellis has worked very hard to
bring this idea forward. Phillip Harris, Neighborhood Partnership
and the Keep Pinellas Beautiful group have been working to put
this campaign together. The program’s components include
volunteer efforts, partnerships, public education and outreach.
After a litter survey, three corridors were designated as part of the
“Adopt a Mile” pilot program: 31st Street South, 18th Avenue
South and 54th Avenue North. The following were suggested
community groups to help: Lakewood Estates Civic Association,
Lakewood High School, Highland Oaks Neighborhood Association,
St Petersburg Lodge No 109 F&AMPHA, Euclid Heights
Neighborhood Association and Northeast High School. Keep
Pinellas Beautiful will work with these groups and supply bags,
gloves and pickers for the cleanup.
Joe Kubicki is working with FDOT on the Interstate portions of
these corridors. Signage has been designed for the Interstate
entrances and exits. Negotiations are in process for funding,
printing and installing the signage. In addition, Keep Pinellas
Beautiful will work with PSTA and Pinellas County Schools to install
additional garbage cans at school and public bus stops and
designate people to keep the garbage cans emptied periodically.
Additional recycle and anti-litter education for kids will be through
the Pinellas public school Anti-Litter and Recycle Programs.

2009 Officers and
Executive Board Members
President
Barbara Heck - Snell Isle
894-6020 - barbara@theheckhouse.com
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First Vice President
Mike Gulley - Coquina Key
244-8374 - jmgulley1@hotmail.com
Second Vice President
Will Michaels - Bahama Shores
420-9195 - wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com
Secretary
Conrad Weiser - Edgemoor
522-5008 - conrad33702@verizon.net
Treasurer
April Gausman - Historic Uptown
244-1896 - april@realestatebyapril.com
CONA Leadership
Ingrid Comberg - Historic Uptown
821-2192
CourtWatch Committee
Carole Griffiths - Disston Heights
522-7206 - cgriff6721@aol.com
Membership
Barbara Hawkins - Greater Pinellas Point
866-1747 - be.hawkins@verizon.net
Nominating Committee
Judy Ellis - Lakewood Estates
864-3957 - jellis5610@tampabay.rr.com
Public Safety Committee
Jeff Frank - Live Oaks
322-0488 - kirstenjefffinn@yahoo.com
CONA General Meetings
3rd Wed of each month
CONA Board Meetings
2nd Wed of each month
Frequently Called Numbers
Neighborhood
Partnership Office:
892-5141
Mayor’s Action Line:
893-7111
Codes Office:
893-7373

CONA’s October 21st Meeting
Mayoral Candidates Forum
7PM at the Sunshine Center

CONA Nite at the Trop

SPPD Community Service Numbers:
District: 1
551-3181
District 2
551-3182
District 3
551-3183
CONA Newsletter Deadlines
Copy Deadline (NEW):
25th of each month

In Hand:
2nd Wednesday of month
Layout Editor: Mo Eppley 686-2146
Coordinator: Mike Gulley 244-8374

$14 each ticket
Bring the entire family!!
Free Parking with 4 in the car.
Make checks out to "CONA"
Indicate "Rays Tickets"
Deadline: 6PM Sunday, Sep 20th

Saturday, October 3
7:08PM
Rays vs. NY Yankees

Call or e-mail Cass Rael
for details.
727-321-2653 or
cvraelsr@hotmail.com

