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CONA Board Meeting
Wednesday, December 16, 2009
The SUNSHINE CENTER, 330 5th St. N.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Agenda Items:
CONA 2010 Elections
Mayor-elect Bill Foster
City Council Members

CONA Old and New Business

Important Upcoming Events:
Jan    1- Happy New Year
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Feb   6 - CONA 2010 Goals Retreat
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By Barbara McCormick Heck

CONA and the neighborhoods accomplished much during these
very difficult economic times in 2009.  We look ahead to new lead-
ership in 2010 for CONA and for the City.  Your leaders will have a
very challenging time and need your full support and your guidance.
However, they may also need the proverbial crystal ball to guide us
through what we all will face in 2010 and beyond.  All their deci-
sions impact every one of us in some way or another.  

Your neighborhood can help by prioritizing what is really needed (as
opposed to something you want).  Neighborhoods should under-
stand the funding cycles and what can and cannot be done and
when.  Think about dividing your project into phases.  Think about
partnering with other neighborhoods and other groups to complete
your goal (and help with theirs).  Get your neighborhood involved
in the initial stages of your project and work through to the solu-
tion.  Be realistic, be pragmatic.  Most of all, be reasonable.  Bring
your request forward through proper channels and also ask CONA
to help.  Together we can help you find the best solution for your
neighborhood and together we can build that neighborhood con-
sensus.  

Thank-you’s
Thank you CONA neighborhoods.  Thank you CONA reps.  Thank
you St. Petersburg and Pinellas County officials and staff.   Thank
you all for your thoughts, your creativity, your activism and also
your complaints.  Most of all, thank you for working very hard and
helping to make St. Petersburg a wonderful place to live.

Special Thank-you’s
CONA continues because of the very hard work of our officers,
committee chairs and committee members. Thank you for the time
you have put in to work on issues of concern to our neighbor-
hoods.  
• Mike Gulley for also being our CONA Newsletter “editor”.
• Will Michaels for all his work on land development and historic
preservation. 
• April Gausman for paying our bills and keeping track of our
money.  
• Conrad Weiser for keeping track of what we say and do and vote
on.  
• Ingrid Comberg for CONA Leadership 
• Carole Griffiths for Court Watch 
• Barbara Hawkins for Membership
• Judy Ellis for Nominations
• Jeff Frank for Public Safety
• All the members who served on these and our other committees

Final Thoughts:
Thank you for the past few years.  I wish CONA and all the neigh-
borhoods the very best.  You are a great team and together you can
“move mountains”.  I know you can do it.  Good luck.  

December President’s Message

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  TIME TO JOIN CONA FOR 2010
Start the New Year right by renewing your 2010 CONA Membership right now. The application form is printed in this

Newsletter. You can mail your application with your check or save the postage and bring them to the December 16th meeting.
We will have a special prize drawing for any members who sign up in December.  Join now and win a prize.!
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Here are your December updates on issues
affecting all of us.

ABC-Coalition:  Summaries of all interim
reports are available.  Please check the ABC
website at www.abc-baseball.com/news/presen-
tations and also for the next scheduled meeting.

Waterfront Park Centennial: New Year’s Eve
will start the celebration with a family 
oriented fun event highlighting some of the 
historic features of our waterfront parks.  In
partnership with many other groups, activities
will be taking place in all of the waterfront parks
from North Shore to Poynter Park.  Volunteers
are needed for all these events.  
To get involved, volunteer or donate monies or
resources, contact
waterfrontcentennial@gmail.com

Website Links to November meeting 
discussion topics:
• Digital billboards:  www.scenicstpete.org
• Florida legislators voting records:  

www.myflorida.com
• Florida redistricting initiative:  

www.fairdistrictsflorida.org
• Offshore oil drilling:  

www.protectfloridabeaches.org
• St. Petersburg crime reports:  

www.crimereports.com

REMEMBER!!! Free Foreclosure Counseling:
Neighborhood Housing Services provides “free”
counseling assistance to help homeowners in
foreclosure manage their foreclosure or remedi-
ate their mortgage.  They also provide Home
Buyer Education courses designed to help peo-
ple achieve the dream of home ownership.
www.stpetenhs.org  for more information.

Current workings in
City and County The City Community Preservation

Commission unanimously recommended the
Historic Detroit Hotel be designated a local
landmark by a vote of 7-0.   Thanks to all of
you who attended the Commission meeting or
otherwise supported designation of the
Historic Detroit as a local landmark.  The final
step will be a hearing by the City Council.  The
Council will hold a hearing in February at City
Hall. We will let you know exactly when after
we receive that information.  This is a CONA
priority and a plank in our 2009 Goals
Workplan. The Detroit is St. Petersburg's most
historic building.  Please send an email sup-
porting the landmarking to the City Council at
council@stpete.org.  Additional information
can soon be found on the Saint Petersburg
Preservation web site  www.stpetepreserva-
tion.org.

The following poem was composed by local
playwright Bob Devon Jones and read at the
Commission hearing:

The Detroit Hotel

by Bob Devin Jones

The Detroit Hotel

Just a pile of bricks and timber really

Really?

Materials that have weathered and stood 
sentry

For well over a century

At the intersection of Central Ave. and Second
Street

But second to none as it was the first

To house, to shelter and celebrate what was to
become

And yet was to be dreamed… of

Imagined, and built along the shores of Tampa
Bay

St Petersburg

A city

The City of St Petersburg

Hands, which no longer held, purchase some
other where

Came here to this new place

Brown and black and white

Hands that built the roads

Placed and patterned the bricks

The railroads arriving at Lands end

Which achieved this great municipality to come

The continuous hero in all this heritage and his-
tory

And loss, and oh just let’s begin again, again

Because we should and we ought to…
That hero is the Detroit Hotel

Named after the hometown

Of the man

Who would help make this place

Our city

home to many.

We often celebrate the dates of the things we
name

We build

To commemorate them

To say, we believe something special happened
right here… right here

Because these places and spaces

Are unique and authentically

Us

we, here, now…

We commemorate these places

not only as not to forget

But rather to remember

To be mindful

We speak the name of the places

Where we have been, where we have stood

Where we have commenced

Where we have played and broken bread and

Laid our head, and dreamed some delicious
dream

On some necessary occasions, where we have
prayed

And made some kind of a joyful noise

Just to be there, that place, housed in the
Detroit…

Here not there or some other where

But there…

We speak your names

Vinoy Hotel

Demens Landing

St Paul, St Peters… St Gorgeous (our city)

Manhattan Casino

Albert Whitted

Indigenous

Webb City

Al Lang Field

Snell Arcade

We speak your name, the Detroit Hotel

The Detroit Hotel… authentically 
St Petersburg

Land Development & Historic Resources Committee

Monthly Newsletter Notice
Mike Gulley

Notice to all getting the paper form of the
monthly CONA Newsletter.  We will be purg-
ing all names not specifically named as the cur-
rent neighborhood association primary con-
tacts. If you wish to continue to receive the
newsletter, please e-mail a request to Mike
Gulley at jmgulley1@hotmail.com. We are
trying to eliminate those no longer interested.
Also please send a request to Mike if you
would like to receive an e-mail copy instead of
a hard copy. For economic reasons we would
like to keep our mailing at about 200 per
month. We have no limitation on e-mail and
would like to be able to reach as many inter-
ested parties a possible.



It’s easy to ensure there’s more “green” in your home
than what you see on your Christmas tree.

For example, use a timer to turn off your outdoor holiday
lights at bedtime. Just 10 strands of incandescent lights lit
for seven hours a day can add $30 to your monthly bill.

Better yet, before untangling last year’s holiday lights,
take a look at the bulbs. If you’re not using light-emitting
diode (LED) lights, you could be wasting energy and
money. LED lights save up to 98 percent of the energy
used to power conventional bulbs.

The Electric Power Research Institute indicates the aver-
age electricity cost to light a holiday tree with LEDs is 13
to 17 cents per holiday season, compared to $6 to $10 dol-
lars for incandescent lights. Those who put up large out-
door displays can realize even bigger savings. If you are
considering new lights, look into LEDs.

In fact, the Institute estimates that, if seasonal mini-lights
nationwide were replaced with energy-efficient LEDs,
carbon emissions could be reduced by as much as
400,000 tons per year and electricity cost saving would
exceed $250,000,000. That’s a lot of holiday gift-buying
dough.

Speaking of dough, there’s no need to make your baking
last all season. An oven costs 33 cents an hour to operate.
Save time and money by baking your holiday goodies
together.

If you’re reheating yesterday’s treats, opt for the toaster
oven or microwave. A toaster oven costs just 7 cents per
hour to operate, allowing you to truly savor the savings.

Customers hoping for a no-cost holiday treat from
Progress Energy should look no further than our
EnergyWise program. By enrolling in this free program – 

which allows Progress Energy to temporarily cycle power
off and on to such appliances as your A/C and water
heater during times of high energy demand – you could
save an additional $145 per year.

Long after the gifts are unwrapped, the guests are gone
and the lights are stored for another year, you’ll be glad
that you took the time to save energy this holiday season.

For more than 100 energy-saving tips or to sign up for a
free Progress Energy Florida Home Energy Check, visit
www.SaveTheWatts.com.

Give yourself the gift of
holiday energy savings

LOOKING AT POWER IN A NEW LIGHT
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The holidays are here at last. It’s time to string the lights, deck the
halls, tie the bows – and save energy. Put energy savings at the top of your
wish list for a generous gift that will keep on giving.



n President Barbara led us in the Pledge of Allegiance to Our Flag.
n We then heard from Regina Martin-Tuthill who manages the local office for the 

collection of the 2010 Census. 
• She described the Census Collection procedures and the 10,000 canvass 

workers they anticipate hiring in the four county Bay Area.
• Mrs. Martin-Tuthill appealed for an opportunity to speak to our member 

neighborhood meetings to bring her recruiting message to all.
• Since so much federal funding is distributed on the basis of the census results, 
she stressed how important it is, for our community, to have full partici
pation. [Some sections of St. Pete. had only an 8% response.]
• Her e-mail contact:  RMartinTuthill@aol.com  or (727) 290=2022

n Cathy Harrelson of the Sierra Club shared her groups concerns about the 
prospect of off-shore oil drilling, and their struggle against pollution in area 
waters such as  the Red Tide.
• The Pinellas Commissioners will hold a hearing, on December first to 

consider ordinances to limit pollution.
• They plan a hand-linking vigil along the perimeter of our area beaches on 

February 13th, in 2010.
n Our Nominations Chair, Judy Ellis, distributed a slate of candidates compiled by 

her committee. Nominations will be accepted from the floor until closed at the 
end of this meeting. The election ballot will be held at our December meeting 
with installation of officers in January.
• She noted that with Dr. Will Michaels stepping down, election of a new 
Chair for the Land Resources and Historic Preservation Committee will be 
on the December ballot.
• We were reminded that only representatives of member neighborhoods in 

good “Dues Paid” status are eligible to vote. [Substitute representatives must 
be reported to the CONA President and to the Secretary.]

n A grand opening celebration of the renovated Mirror Lake and Sunshine 
Recreation Complex is scheduled for Friday.

n President Heck introduced Kevin Gordon, Principal of Gibbs High School, and 
awarded him the CONA Citizen of The Month Plaque, noting his remarkable 
success in turning around the reputation of that venerable institution.

n April Gayle Gausman gave her Treasurer’s Report of the current balance of 
$1,287.00. The CONA Leadership funding stands at $147.00. Her report will be 
posted on our web site.

n Ingrid Comberg Chair of the CONA Leadership Class urged our audience to 
pick up brochures for the next class suggesting the typical January crop of newly 
elected neighborhood officers should be encouraged to enroll.

n Our Membership Chairman, Barbara Hawkins urged all neighborhood reps to 
bring their 2010 dues checks to our December meeting because she will award 
prizes for members who pay for next year early.
• She especially appealed for the completed membership applications in order 

to update our contact list, (even if new officers are elected early in 2010,
n Dr. Will Michaels, speaking as Chair of CONA’s Land Development & Historic 

Preservation Committee invited all concerned citizens to the City Hall hearing 
on Friday morning at which the city may approve Landmark Preservation of our 
historic Detroit Hotel, [a cause CONA has championed for over 3 years].
• Several prominent local citizens will be there to support the preservation: 

Rep. Bill Heller, Professor Ray Arsenault, and Gallery Manager Bob Jones.
• Built as the first major structure after the original rail road station, most of 

our city’s founding fathers were associated with the Detroit.
• Built in 1888 with additions in 1911 and 1913, the Detroit meets several of 

the requirements for Landmark Preservation
• The Mayor and the City Staff support this designation.
• It was noted that CONA is still pursuing preservation of two vintage 

properties on Fourth Avenue, threatened for removal or destruction.
• We were reminded that four venerable theaters of downtown St. Petersburg 

have been lost, as a pert of our History, within recent years.
n Jeff Frank provided an update of his Public Safety Committee.

• He is anxious to add to his committee with volunteers from any member 
neighborhood.
• We learned of WENU, (West End Neighborhoods Unit), a newly formed 
organization seeking to provide crime prevention along the Pinellas trail 

irrespective of the specific neighborhoods traversed. Their work will closely 
resemble the current neighborhood crime watch patrols.

• They will seek to add mileage or GPS markers along the trail to facilitate crime 
reports from WENU and trail users.

• Jeff also plans meetings with the Juvenile Welfare Board to consider what we 
can do to support their work with children at risk.

n Travis Jarman, (Tierra Verde), is leading the CONA Protest against the dynamic, 
illuminated highway signs cropping up on roads everywhere.
• Though a de facto city ordinance prohibits new highway signs in the city, the 

Mayor recently negotiated a swap with the billboard company Clear Channel to 
replace 100 smaller billboard signs with ten large, (14 ft. X 48 ft.), bright, 
electronically controlled highway signs along our major thorough fares.

• We heard that other cities have struck more favorable deals to reduce the 
highway sign clutter. Too often, clever sign industry lawyers out maneuver local 
legal staff not familiar with the tactics or the technology.

• Travis listed the major objections to these bright, flashing advertisements:
>Their bright rapidly changing messages are very distracting for drivers
> They project a Las Vegas ambiance for our city and our visitors.
> What other billboard companies may come forward to ask equal                

privileges?
> The Mayor’s negotiations with Clear Channel were without public input,

(like the widely condemned “Private” negotiations with the Rays for a  
new stadium).

• Travis reported that the CONA Executive Board has approved an appeal to our 
City Council not to conclude any new highway billboard approvals until after 
the federal safety study is published next April.

• Moved, (Jeff Frank), that CONA will appeal to City Council, in support of Travis 
Jarman’s arguments, to defer any action regarding highway sign approvals, until 
a pending federal safety study is released.  [Approved]

n The President then introduced our guest speakers for this meeting: Florida 
Representative Rick Kriseman, and Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch. 
• Pinellas County has approved a resolution opposing oil exploration drilling 

within the 3 to 10 mile zone extending from our shore line.
• The oil drilling poses an untenable risk to our tourist industry.
• The drilling proponents have enormously exaggerated the financial benefits to 

Florida.
• Offshore drilling will not result in any early change in the supply or price of 

gasoline for Florida drivers.
• There are virtually no employment opportunities for Florida workers in the 

plans for foreign owned and foreign staffed offshore oil drilling rigs.
n Speaking from the Tallahassee perspective, Representative Kriseman provided a 

history of the failed attempt, 3 years ago, to gain legislative approval for offshore 
drilling.
• The “Anonymous” oil drilling camp is using all new language in their appeals.
• Individual, (well paid), lobbyists have been assigned to all involved legislative 

committees and to each individual legislator playing a prominent role in the 
campaign.

• The Leadership has reshuffled the committee appointments to replace those 
opposing the offshore drilling.

• We can expect a 10 year delay in oil production from unfavorable geology of 
Florida oil deposits. Refining will be done out of state.

• The drilling technology for the Florida offshore sites is the same as used in the 
long, uncontrolled burning wells off Australia which has devastated their fishing 
harvest.

• A poll of global Real Estate markets indicated that the sight of offshore drilling 
rigs would severely depress market values of Florida properties.

• If drilling in the 3 – 10 miles offshore Florida zone is approved, the drilling 
interest’s strategy is then to press for drilling rights on federal lands.

n Our guest speaker then responded to questions from the floor:
• Asked where our legislators stand on this drilling issue, we were told that the 

Pinellas delegation will soon hold a meeting to poll each individual as to his 
position. Though the House and Senate Speakers both side with drilling, the 
approach of elections may prompt some to change sides.

• “What about the impact on fishing”? Ample data proves that any oil leakage is 
devastating. The industry counters that oil rigs actually attract fish!

• “Where, on the Web, can I get more information on the risks of oil drilling”? 
We have not developed a common web site, but this Sarasota group has made 
a good start: www.protectfloridasbeaches.org

• Though noting that our legislature is lopsided, we were reminded that only a 
single voter can derail legislation to compel later consideration.

• Moved, (Jeff Frank), that CONA adapt a resolution in opposition to all oil 
exploration drilling offshore of our Florida coastline.

• Moved, (Will Michaels), to amend Jeff’s motion to include the statement that 
CONA petitions all of our Pinellas County Legislators to oppose any oil 
exploration drilling off shore of our Florida coastline.  [Approved]

• To address the lopsided political balance in Tallahassee, we were urged to 
visit the site: www.fairdistrictsflorida.org that urges redistricting the state.

• www.myflorida.com was noted as the Florida site where the voting 
record of all legislators can be investigated.

n Susan Ajoc of the Neighborhood Partnership Office told us of plans to 
establish 501(C) 3 not for profit tax status for the State Neighborhood’s 
Convention. They hope to have a statewide Neighborhood’s Newsletter as 

CONA BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES
The Sunshine Multi-Service Center - November 18, 2009
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well as an organized after-conference network.
n City Councilman Karl Nurse told us of a major Economic Stimulus Grant that 

he and other of the Tampa Bay Coalition are preparing to propose to 
Washington. The Stimulus would include $30M for “Weatherization” costs 
plus $90M individual loans funding for the ongoing program. The plan would 
package existing refurbishment rebates, (e.g. Progress Energy), with 
subsidized loans for home repairs/improvements.
• Karl hopes the program will reach 10,000 home owners with assistance.
• He noted that most homes built prior to 1979 incorporate very few of 
the energy efficiency measures promoted by this stimulus package

n Unfinished Business: There was none
n New Business:  

• It was reported, regarding the “Tone Down” noise abatement campaign, 
that the soft letter program  has been suspended, temporarily, pending a 
review.  Complaints are still being taken but soft letters are not being sent out.

• Dave Hoover, (Riviera Bay Civic Assoc), urged that CONA publish records of 
City Council votes on our web site. [Will be investigated.]

n With final calls for nominations of CONA Officers and Chairs, the President 
closed the nominations for the 2010 Elections.

Our meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.
Conrad Weiser, Secretary 

CONA 2010 Goals Retreat
Saturday, February 6th
Main Branch Library – 3745 Ninth Avenue North

WE NEED YOU ! ! ! – Help decide CONA’s 2010 Goals
at our February 6th Retreat
Please volunteer to represent your neighborhood and help
decide CONA’s 2010 Goals. You know your neighborhood’s
needs and your neighborhood’s vision for the city. Come
work with other neighborhoods to decide on CONA’s 
direction.  We have new faces in office.  We are still facing
challenging economic conditions.  We need your input.  

Must RSVP to attend:
Conrad Weiser at 522-5008 or conrad33702@verizon.net   
Barbara Hawkins at 866-1747 or be.hawkins@verizon.net
(Seating is limited - Please send only one attendee per neighborhood)

Neighborhoods: If unable to attend, we can accept your
suggestions via e-mail or phone. Please RSVP your informa-
tion to Conrad Weiser as soon as possible.  Representatives
are requested to bring a prioritized list of your 
neighborhood’s goals and your neighborhood wants/needs to
the 2010 Goals Retreat.
Retreat Location:  We will be in a private meeting room at
the Main Branch Library. Food service will be provided
throughout the meeting (Snacks, coffee/soft drinks and
lunch). Casual, comfortable attire is recommended. Not cer-
tain how cool the room is, so bring a sweater just in case it
gets really, really cold.
Questions – Please call Will Michaels or any of your CONA
officers. We will be happy to explain the process and answer
your questions. Thank you for supporting CONA and making
our 2010 Goals Retreat a success.

Public Safety Committee Report for December
Recent news article show a rise in auto thefts but this should not
be a surprise to neighborhoods. Neighborhoods should already
know this by: 
1. Following crime on www.crimereports .com
2. Staying involved in their Crime Watch
3. Keeping in contact with CSO officers and keeping up to date
with their Neighborhood Calls for Service Reports.
4. Sharing information with the neighborhood threw association
meeting, news letters, social networking sites (i.e.; yahoo group)
and making them selves available to one on one contact.
Crime prevention/ awareness steps like these take very little
time and can be very affective. For more information or help
contact Cona Public Safety Committee (contact info on back
page).  



2009 Officers and 
Executive Board Members

President
Barbara Heck - Snell Isle
894-6020 - barbara@theheckhouse.com

First Vice President
Mike Gulley - Coquina Key
244-8374 - jmgulley1@hotmail.com

Second Vice President
Will Michaels - Bahama Shores
420-9195 - wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com

Secretary
Conrad Weiser - Edgemoor
522-5008 - conrad33702@verizon.net

Treasurer
April Gausman - Historic Uptown
244-1896 - april@realestatebyapril.com

CONA Leadership
Ingrid Comberg - Historic Uptown
821-2192

CourtWatch Committee
Carole Griffiths - Disston Heights
522-7206 - cgriff6721@aol.com

Membership
Barbara Hawkins - Greater Pinellas Point
866-1747 - be.hawkins@verizon.net

Nominating Committee
Judy Ellis - Lakewood Estates
864-3957 - jellis5610@tampabay.rr.com

Public Safety Committee
Jeff Frank - Live Oaks
322-0488 - kirstenjefffinn@yahoo.com

CONA General Meetings 
3rd Wed of each month

CONA Board Meetings 
2nd Wed of each month

Frequently Called Numbers
Neighborhood 
Partnership Office: 892-5141
Mayor’s Action Line: 893-7111
Codes Office: 893-7373

SPPD Community Service Numbers:
District: 1 551-3181
District 2 551-3182
District 3 551-3183

CONA Newsletter Deadlines
Copy Deadline (NEW):
25th of each month

In Hand:
2nd Wednesday of month

Layout: Mo Eppley 686-2146
Coordinator: Mike Gulley 244-8374
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CONA SLATE OF CANDIDATES 2010
The election will be at the December meeting.  Each authorized association representa-
tive will receive a ballot to vote.  Ballots will be counted and the results certified.
Officers

President Will Michaels
First Vice President Mike Gulley*
Second Vice President Cathy Wilson
Secretary Conrad Weiser*
Treasurer April Gausman*

Committees

CONA Leadership Ingrid Comberg* 
CourtWatch Carole Griffiths*
Membership Barbara Hawkins*
Nominating Judy Ellis*
Public Safety Jeff Frank*

Steve Corsetti
Land Development/ Maureen Stafford
Historic Resources

* Incumbent

City of St. Petersburg Garbage Pick-up Holiday Schedule
Holidays will sometimes change your scheduled garbage pick-up day.
• December 25  Christmas Day – collection will be on Thursday
Thursday collection will be on Wednesday
Monday, Tuesday collections will remain the same
• January 1 New Years Day – collection will be on Thursday
Thursday collection will be on Wednesday
Monday, Tuesday collections will remain the same
• January 18 Dr. M. L. King Day – collection will be on Tuesday
Tuesday collection will be on Wednesday
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday collections-no change  
• February 15 Presidents Day – no change in schedule
• Brush sites are closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day
You can also access this information at 
www.stpete.org/sanitation/residential_collection/index.asp


