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CONA Board Meeting
Wednesday, February 17, 2010
The SUNSHINE CENTER, 330 5th St. N.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Agenda Items:
Citizen of the Month Award

City Budget Process for 2010—Tish Elston & Tim Finch
Alternative Sites for Downtown Bus Hub—Joe Kubicki

Committee Reports
Neighborhood Open Forum

Important Upcoming Events:
Feb 17 - CONA Board Meeting (7PM, Sunshine Center)
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I worked for many years with two county agencies—the
Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas County (JWB) and the
Children’s Board of Hillsborough County. One of the things
that I found while working for these service agencies was that
often the best way to deliver services and bring about needed
change in the quality of people’s lives was to do it at the neigh-
borhood level in partnership with neighborhood organizations.
These two agencies were greatly influenced by the research of
John McKnight of Northwestern University (See Mobilizing the
Community Skills of Local Residents). McKnight’s research
based ideas are good food for thought for CONA. Here are
but a few:

• “Every community is built by mobilizing the capacities, skills
and gifts of people and mobilizing them in groups of all kinds.
This is the basic tool for all community building.” In other
words a neighborhood is strengthened by identifying and
building upon its strengths, not dwelling on its deficiencies.

• Regarding public safety, McKnight has determined one way
to identify safe communities is by how many neighbors we
know by name. “The second is how often we are present and
associated in public, outside our houses. Police activity is a
minor protection compared to these two community actions.
This is why most informed police leaders advocate for block
watch and community policing. They know their limits…”

• Regarding the environment and energy, “the future of our
Earth—the environment—is a major local responsibility. The
‘energy problem’ is our local domain because how we trans-
port ourselves, how we heat and light our homes and how
much waste we create is a major force factor in saving our
earth.”

Our new Mayor Bill Foster also has a lot to say about the
importance of neighborhoods. A few weeks ago I spent over
an hour with him discussing how CONA and the 
neighborhoods can best work together and how the City
might better support and strengthen neighborhoods. Go to his
web site and read his platform as it pertains to neighborhoods
(billfosterformayor.com). Much of Bill’s platform calls for “a
neighborhood focus with renewed emphasis on rebuilding our
neighborhood associations.” He goes on to talk about a “seam-
less city,” affordable housing, code compliance, community
policing, neighborhood work days, and historic preservation.”

Whatever aspirations our neighborhoods have, the key to 
realizing them is a strong neighborhood association. The main
job of CONA is to help achieve this.

Will Michaels

February President’s Message
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SEND YOUR DUES & APPLICATION TO JOIN CONA

CONA annual dues of $35 for Membership are due as of January l, 2010. Please mail your check and 
application, or bring them to the Meeting on February 17 where we will have a fun drawing for prizes.
Our special thanks to Westshore Pizza Southside, Side Splitters Comedy Club, and the Rays for 
donating prizes.

In case you are wondering about your renewal, the 27 paid 2010 Member Neighborhoods as of 
January 31 are listed below.

HAPPY VALENTINES! WILL YOU BE MINE IN 2010?

The New and revitalized CONA Public Safety Committee
held it's first meeting on Tuesday January 26 th. The members
of this committee currently are Joe Smith, Ingrid Comberg, Jay
Marshall, Mike Gulley, Barbara Heck, Carol Griffiths, W J
Morrris, Tim Martin and Jean and Steve Corsetti. We are in
the process of prioritizing the multiple issues facing our com-
munity.  At this time Crime Watch, Community Policing and
Court Watch are the leading issues. All may feel free to e-mail

your concerns, suggestions or your desire to participate even
if only to address the committee. Please let me know before
the scheduled meeting that you wish to attend so I may adjust
the pre-set agenda and space accommodations. The meeting
schedule through April is as follows: 1/26 2/9 2/23 3/9 3/23/
4/13 4/27. The meetings are held at a central location to most,
being the St Petersburg Main Library located at 3745 9th Ave
North.

CONA Public Safety Committee

Albert Whitted Airport
Azalea
Bartlett Park
Bayway Isles
Broadwater Civic
Central Oak Park
Crescent Heights
Eagle Crest Homeowners
Eden Isle Civic

Fossil Park
Greater Pinellas Point
Greater Woodlawn
Harris Park
Historic Kenwood
Historic Old Northeast
Historic Rosier Park
Historic Uptown
Jungle Terrace Civic

Lakewood Estates
Mel-Tan Heights
MLK Business District
Northeast Terrace
Old Southeast
Riviera Bay Civic
Snell Isle
Tropical Shores
Wildwood Heights

Please join us at the Meeting on February 17…
Barbara Ann Hawkins, Membership

2010 Membership Application & Invoice are available on the website www.conastpete.org

CONA Email Services
One of the most important things in any organization is having good communication.  In this regard, CONA offers two
email distributions, CONA Representatives Forum and CONA News (CONAnews-owner@yahoogroups.com).
CONA Representatives Forum (stpetecona@yahoogroups.com) is a chat line for designated neighborhood associations’
representatives and their presidents.  

The purpose of the chat line is to discuss government and neighborhood issues. The purpose of CONA News is for
posting city and neighborhood events.  Only authorized parties as described above have access to the CONA
Representatives Forum.  Anyone may subscribe to CONA News.  

To access either the CONA Representatives Forum or CONA News contact CONA’s Secretary, Conrad Weiser, at
conrad33702@verizon.net or 522-5008.  We do ask that you try to exercise email economy—many of us get an awful
lot of emails.  Try not to send the same message out over both email services.



www.conastpete.org CONA Newsletter • 3

Application also available as a download from www.conastpete.org
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Slumping Economy Gets a Boost From Coalition
CLEARWATER – On January 15th leaders from the gov-
ernment, business and not-for-profit human services sec-
tors gathered to celebrate the kickoff of the Wealth
Building Coalition’s 2010 Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC) awareness campaign. Gypsie Gallardo, Master of
Ceremonies, opened the event by sharing the fact that
she is a former EITC claimer and credited the EITC with
helping further her education and making many other
opportunities possible.

The EITC can be worth up to $5,657 this year. However,
the Internal Revenue Service estimates that only 75%-
80% of eligible filers claim this money that they have
already earned. Wealth Building Coalition Chairperson and
Executive Director of the James B. Sanderlin Center,
Lounell Britt became aware of this a decade ago and saw
an opportunity that lead to the creation of the coalition. 

“You can wait for grants. You can wait for somebody to
give you some money, but if people have money out there
already that they’re not claiming, then maybe our role is
to help them claim that money,” said Britt in a video
shown at the kickoff event.

In addition to spreading awareness of the EITC and other
tax credits, the Wealth Building Coalition links residents to
financial asset building opportunities and operates
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites throughout
the county where IRS-trained volunteers prepare and file
taxes electronically for free.  Keynote Speaker, Darryl
Paulson, Professor Emeritus at USF – St. Petersburg and a
member of the Wealth Building Coalition, pointed out that
this service alone saved taxpayers in Pinellas County roughly $400,000 in 2009. At Wealth Building Coalition VITA sites in 2009, vol-
unteers prepared 2,697 tax returns that brought in more than $1.6 million that would have otherwise been absent from the local
economy.

That is why the Wealth Building Coalition’s EITC and VITA efforts are supported by so many in the business community. John Long,
President & CEO of the St. Petersburg Area Chamber of Commerce spoke at the event; the Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of
Commerce operates a VITA site benefitting many low and moderate income workers who commute to the beaches; and Bank of
America and Wachovia Bank have each contributed $15,000 to the coalition’s initiatives.

The banking community is especially crucial to the new Bank on St. Pete initiative spearheaded by St. Petersburg City Council
Representative, Karl Nurse. St. Petersburg is one of only eleven cities in the nation with a “Bank on,” program designed to help
those without banking relationships establish them. 

“With an estimated 18,300 unbanked households in St. Petersburg, this program is a critical element in helping low income families
to grow their assets. Low income families now spend 5 to 7% of their income because they are unbanked and have to pay for
money orders and check cashing services. That amounts to $40,000 over their lifetime that such families pay because they are
unbanked. Imagine what a low income family could do with an additional $40,000 over their lifetime,” said Paulson.

In addition to those already mentioned, the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners, Pinellas County Schools, JWB
Children’s Services Council, United Way of Tampa Bay, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta,
Daystar Life Center and the National Disability Institute are supporters of the Wealth Building Coalition represented at the event.

Eligibility criteria for the EITC is available at www.irs.gov or by calling 1-800-829-1040. Pinellas County VITA sites can be located by
calling 2-1-1.



When you enroll in the EnergyWise program, Progress
Energy will arrange to have a small device installed in your
home that will allow the company to temporarily cycle
power off and on to select electrical equipment, such as
your water heater, your air conditioner, or your pool pump.
The EnergyWise device makes it possible for Progress
Energy to temporarily reduce the electrical consumption of
its more than 400,000 participating customers in times of
unusually high power demand, such as during our recent,
record-breaking cold spell.

The cycles are limited in duration and timing to minimize
any impact on the customers’ schedules and comfort. 

“Enrolling in EnergyWise was an easy and smart way for
me to lower my energy bill without changing my lifestyle,”
said Progress Energy Florida customer Luis Diaz. “The best

part about it is that I hardly ever notice it’s working – at least
until I see the credit applied to my monthly bill.”

The savings are automatically applied for as long as you’re
enrolled in the program.

Participation in EnergyWise, which has several options for
participation, is completely voluntary.

For more information about the EnergyWise program or to
enroll, call 1.866.712.3416. 

Cut energy costs the smart
way with EnergyWiseSM
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In today’s economy, just about anyone could use a financial boost. You could be saving a 
significant amount of money – up to $145 a year – without making any investment and with virtu-
ally no effort. What is this key to energy cost savings? It’s EnergyWise, and it’s available free to all
qualifying Progress Energy customers. 

An EnergyWise device, which is typically installed in a
customer’s garage, is slightly larger than a DVD case and
is 3 inches deep.

Ask the experts

Interested in taking your energy and cost
savings one step further?

Sign up for a Home Energy Check.

Through this free service – which can be
performed online, in person, by mail or
over the phone – a Progress Energy
Florida Energy Advisor will provide cus-
tomized, energy-saving advice specific to
your home and determine your eligibility
for valuable company rebates toward
energy-efficient home improvements.

To sign up for a free Progress Energy
Florida Home Energy Check or to learn
more than 100 energy-saving tips, visit
www.SaveTheWatts.com or call
1.877.364.9003.



n Our newly elected President, Dr. Will Michaels opened our meeting at 7 p.m.
• Will requested a moment of silence to respect the losses in the 

earthquake of Haiti.
• He also distributed listings of area org. that are involved in relief.
• We then joined in a repetition of the Pledge of Allegiance to Our Flag. 
• Will then offered a brief intro. of himself as our new CONA President.

n We then witnessed the installation of CONA Officers for 2010 
conducted by City Councilman, (and former CONA President), Karl Nurse.
• There was an appreciative applause for our former President of three 

years Barbara McCormick Heck.
• Our new President expressed his thanks to the newly elected 

Directors for their willingness to serve on the Executive Committee 
this year. 

• Will noted that the Executive Committee is not the decision making 
body of CONA. That authority rests with the Board of Neighborhood 
Representatives meeting here tonight.

n Our President then urged all of our elected member neighborhood 
officers, and representatives to participate in the e-mail communications 
media available for CONA Members.
• The CONA Representative’s Forum was established to facilitate rapid 

e-mail communications discussions between elected neighborhood 
Presidents and their CONA Representatives or Alternates from any of 
the neighborhoods in St. Petersburg.

• The CONA News is a unidirectional media for distributing event and 
schedule information that is of general interest to our neighborhoods. 
This media is managed by the CONA Secretary. He asked that event 
and schedule information be sent only on CONA News to economize 
emails.

n Will asked all neighborhood representatives here tonight to establish a 
familiar relationship with their City Council Members, (several of whom 
are here at this meeting tonight).

n By way of explaining the organization of CONA, Will enumerated the 
Standing Committees, functioning year round, whose Chairmen are 
members of the CONA Executive Committee.
A. The Court Watch Committee, Chair Carole Griffiths
B. The Land Development & Historic Resources Comm., Chair Maureen 

Stafford
C. The Membership Comm., Chair Barbara Hawkins
D. The Public Safety Comm., Chair Steve Corsetti
E. The Environmental and Energy Comm., Chair Jason Diviki

Additional planned committees include:
A. Codes Enforcement Committee,
B. A CONA Newsletter Editorial Team

Will then circulated a committee sign-up sheet to enroll attending neighbor-
hood representatives for our volunteer committee activity.
n Will then reviewed our CONA Goal of enrolling more of the over 100 

neighborhood organizations. Our 2009 membership was of 55 dues paid 
neighborhood associations.
• Several areas of our City have Neighborhood Crime Watch Teams, but

have not a neighborhood association. CONA Public Safety Comm. is 
working to expand and invigorate the establishment of more 
Neighborhood Crime Watch Groups.

• Where no neighborhood association exists, CONA can assist in their 
establishment, in some cases working with existing Crime Watch 
Groups.

n The President reviewed our practice of issuing “Citizen of The Month 
Awards” to area residents who have distinguished themselves in 
outstanding service to our community. CONA will continue to make these
awards and solicits nominations from all residents. [Suggested names can 
be submitted to any member of our CONA Executive Committee].

n We were reminded of the CONA Program established to assure a 
continuing supply of qualified leaders. The CONA Leadership Class 
Program, established in 1993, provides its students with classes, field trips,
and personal interviews with leaders of our city government in many 
departments. Ingrid Comberg is the Chair.

n The upcoming CONA Goals Workshop, February 6th was the next focus 
of our meeting.
• The Workshop will convene in the newly renovated Main Public 

Library, 3745 Ninth Avenue North from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Our corporate sponsors, Mike Dove and Bob Jeffrey are again 

providing refreshments.
• CONA 1st V.P. Mike Gulley has agreed to serve as this year’s 

Moderator.
• It is hoped that one or two representatives from every CONA 

neighborhood will enroll for this free program, [contact CONA 
Secretary- 522-5008].

n The goals proposed in Bill Foster’s successful campaign for Mayor, 
[“Foster’s Forty”], are still posted on his web site: 
www.billfosterformayor.com, many referring to neighborhood 
involvement.

n There will be another Pier Task Force Workshop at the Enoch Davis 
Community Center on February 2nd at 7 p.m.

n There will be a City Council Hearing to Landmark the Historic Detroit 
Hotel on February 4th at 8:30 a.m.

n Requesting subject programs for subsequent CONA Board Meetings, Will 
circulated a clipboard for our attendees to offer suggested topics.

n He is planning a March meeting, which will gather together all of the 
Presidents of our neighborhood organizations.

n Our Treasurer, April Gausman reported a current balance, as of 
December 31st of $1,012. and a CONA Leadership Fund balance of $218.

n Clarence Scott, newly appointed Director of Leisure & Community 
Services, was next to address our meeting.
• Working with Susan Ajoc, the activities of the Neighborhood 

Partnership will continue and be expanded.
• His Department now embraces the needs of the Homeless in our city.
• He announced “Project Homeless Connect”, scheduled for January 30 

that will bring together as many as 700 volunteers who will address the
needs of the Homeless in our community. Wanda Abbott will Chair this
meeting.

n Will welcomed Connie Kone, a former CONA President and City 
Councilperson.

n Judy Ellis, (Lakewood Estates), made an appeal for support and family visits
to the Boyd Hill Nature Preserve. Noting a decline in membership of this 
outstanding educational facility, she encouraged our member associations 
to promote this remarkable park asset in their neighborhood newsletters.

n We then heard an extensive presentation be Monica Kennedy, and 
Jeremiah Rohr representing FARE, (Florida Alliance for Renewable 
Energy), who explained the legislative conflict between advocates of solar 
energy development and industrial coalitions promoting oil drilling and 
production as alternative remedies for the growing energy requirements 
of our society.
• The key to financial subsidies to equip many Florida homes with solar 

heating panels is proposed legislation, (already effective in many other 
area), labeled “Performance Based Incentives” (PCI), that would assure
a significant reward for investors who install these solar heating sys
tems in their homes or businesses.

• In Israel, 90% of the homes include solar heating equipment. Florida 
currently offers a $500. rebate for homes with solar heating, and more 
incentives are in the “Stimulus Pipeline” to expand the households 

that are eligible.

CONA BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES
The Sunshine Multi-Service Center - January 20, 2010
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• The significant distinction was drawn between Solar Panels that 
generate an electric current from direct sunlight, and Solar 
Thermal Panels that utilize fluid containers that are heated by 
exposure to direct sunlight.

n City Councilman, Karl Nurse (and former CONA President), was 
next invited to present the several programs that our city has initiated
to achieve and improve our certification as a “Green City”.
• The city has performed an “Energy Audit” on 76 city buildings. 

The efficiency improvements identified will require $7 M to 
implement, but will repay that investment in just 5 years.

• A solar energy recovery project, in 20 city park facilities will be 
funded from a recent $25 M grant.

• Sewerage sludge conversion to produce methane gas as fuel 
promises to have a dramatic impact on Sanitation operating costs.

• In another lighting upgrade program, the yellow spectrum lamps 
in many area, (e.g. Parking Garages, and along Fourth Street), will 
be replaced with the blue spectrum bulbs that use only 1/3 as 
much power…….and last 10 times as long!

• Karl noted that the aggregate savings in electric consumption has 
the impact of reducing the need for building more power plants. 
That impact on enormously expensive plant construction will have
a conspicuous effect on future consumer electric bills.

n Our President also invited other visiting City Councilmen to 
contribute to our CONA meeting.
• Wengay Newton, (Dist. 7) noted it is vital to all of us that we do 

better than the only 40% participation in St. Petersburg census a 
decade ago.

• There are currently 1,100 Homeless in our city. They must be 
counted.

• The uncounted will lose us housing grants and many other federal 
allocations not to mention the number of House seats in Congress.

• Large numbers of well paid local workers will be hired to 
effectively complete the 2010 Census.

• Bill Dudley, (Dist. 3), seconded the need to conduct a thorough 
Census Count. He spoke highly of the CONA Leadership Class of
which he is a graduate.

• Jeff Danner, (Dist. 8), also a CONA Leadership Alumnus, 
commented on the prospects for Rail Transportation in our area, 
noting traffic increases and prospect of new taxation to fund 
the transportation system. He agreed that “Air Rights” may be an 
important factor in any new system

• Steve Kornell, (Dist. 5), pointed out that the Homeless population
includes school children, of which the County counts 872.

• Appealed for CONA’s Historic Resources Committee to support 
preservation of the St. Petersburg Little Theater, established 85 
years ago, the oldest such group in Florida.

• We also heard of a need to provide primary swimming lessons at 
all of our public pools. There are still too many children drowning.

n Will then introduced our next speaker, Darrell J. Irions, CEO of the 
St. Petersburg Housing Authority. His theme was affordable housing 
as typified by their efforts to provide alternate housing for the former
residents of the Graham Rogall Apartment Complex.
• Though all of the last tenants, (300 families), were evicted, all 

were provided with housing vouchers and none were left Homeless.
• Various developers have negotiated several plans for demolition 

or reconstruction.
• The Housing Authority has recognized that at least 25% of the 

Homeless are military veterans.
• Pinellas Hope II is another ongoing project that receives our help, 

(currently $250,000 annually).
• They are negotiating with the Veteran’s Administration, (VA), and 

HUD, (Housing & Urban Development), to embrace a wider 
spectrum of veterans currently needing housing assistance.

• Despite programs to build more housing, Pinellas currently has an 
11% vacancy rate.

n Barbara Hawkins, (Membership Chair), awarded 3 prizes to member 
associations who joined since our last meeting. There are currently 17.

n Cass Rael Sr. announced ticket sales for the Rays vs Yankees Game, 
April 11th, at $18.00 Sales will conclude March 28th.
• Nomination was made of Mike Gulley to chair our Audit Comm.
• Moved, (Wilson) to adjourn at 9 p.m.

Conrad Weiser, Secretary



2010 Officers and 
Executive Board Members

President
Will Michaels - Bahama Shores
420-9195 - wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com

First Vice President
Mike Gulley - Coquina Key
244-8374 - jmgulley1@hotmail.com

Second Vice President
Cathy Wilson - Greater Woodlawn
455-9546 - catgwna@knology.net

Secretary
Conrad Weiser - Edgemoor
522-5008 - conrad33702@verizon.net

Treasurer
April Gausman - Historic Uptown
244-1896 - april@realestatebyapril.com

CONA Leadership
Ingrid Comberg - Historic Uptown
894-3048

CourtWatch Committee
Carole Griffiths - Disston Heights
522-7206 - cgriff6721@aol.com<None>

Membership
Barbara Hawkins - Greater Pinellas Point
642-5035 - be.hawkins@verizon.net

Nominating Committee
Judy Ellis - Lakewood Estates
864-3957 - jellis5610@tampabay.rr.com

Public Safety Committee
Steve Corsetti - Riveria Bay
576-1506 - tranquilitysouth@verizon.net

CONA General Meetings 
3rd Wed of each month

CONA Board Meetings 
2nd Wed of each month

Frequently Called Numbers
Neighborhood 
Partnership Office: 892-5141
Mayor’s Action Line: 893-7111
Codes Office: 893-7373

SPPD Community Service Numbers:
District: 1 551-3181
District 2 551-3182
District 3 551-3183

CONA Newsletter Deadlines
Copy Deadline (NEW):
25th of each month

In Hand:
2nd Wednesday of month

Layout: Mo Eppley 686-2146
Coordinator: Mike Gulley 244-8374
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St. Petersburg, FL 33733-3693
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City of St. Petersburg Garbage Pick-up Holiday Schedule
Holidays will sometimes change your scheduled garbage pick-up day.
Here is the schedule for February, March and April, 2010.

• February 15 - Presidents Day – no change in schedule
• March – no change in schedule
• April – no change in schedule

You can also access this information at 
www.stpete.org/sanitation/residential_collection/index.asp

“HAIR”
American Stage in the Park at Demen’s Landing
April 23 thru May 16

CONA’s Neighborhood Association members can receive a 25% dis-
count on any tickets for the musical Hair. Hair is the story of a group of
young Americans searching for love and peace during the Vietnam era. With a
groundbreaking rock score featuring such classics as Aquarius, Let the Sunshine
In and Good Morning Starshine, Hair depicts the birth of a cultural movement
that changed America forever.

Ticket prices and seating locations:
• $11-13  Lawn Seating – Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday
• $14-16  Lawn Seating – Friday and Saturday
• $21     Premier Blanket Seating
• $27     Reserved Seats (any day)

Remember CONA’s neighborhood association members get 25% off these
prices. 

To take advantage of this special offer, just call the American Stage Box Office at
727-823-PLAY (7529) and tell them you want to use the “Neighborhood
Association Offer” and mention ticket code 3221. This is not a fund raiser, but a
fun evening for all. Enjoy the discount and enjoy the musical Hair.


