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Simple Community: President’s Message
At our next CONA meeting we will be privileged to hear from Dr. Rich
Luker, author of the recent book Living Simple Community. Rich has been
studying everyday American life for over 25 years. During this time he has
studied such things as the affects of TV on teenagers and the role of sports
on the everyday lives of American families, especially in hard times. In 1993
he approached ESPN with a business plan to systematically study sports in
America. His work culminated in the creation of the ESPN Sports Poll.
Over the course of the next 15 years of nearly daily interviewing, in excess
of 200,000 persons have been surveyed on their broad interests as related
to sports activities. In part it was the results of these surveys that led him
to his conclusions about the importance of simple communities (read
“neighborhoods”) in achieving a better quality of life.

has diminished as businesses
become, or are displaced, by
national corporate enterprises. “Many want to do meaningful things at the neighborhood and small town level—
to reconnect—but aren’t able
to because they no longer
have the relationship or community connection.” He is
working on a plan to reestablish that connection.

His book first talks about the decline of simple communities. Some of the
factors mentioned are information overload, the explosive development
and proliferation of personal computing and other new technology, our
transition to a service economy, and the “rise of perhaps the first true generation gap” in the early 2000s—a gap Rich says is based on innovative
changes.

It has been said it takes a village to raise a child. It takes a
good neighborhood association to build a good village or
neighborhood. Rich Luker
has some interesting ideas on
how to better accomplish
this. Maybe he can give us
some tips on the Rays too!

We are going through tough economic times—the worst since the Great
Depression. It is a time when many have no or very little discretionary
income. In such times, Rich notes, no-fee public services such as parks
become all the more important as places to build simple community.
“Recreation refuels life to face hard times ahead.” “Every time we engage
in Simple Community we are “re-creating” our lives.” It is interesting that
during the Depression government invested in both National and local
parks. This is food for thought for the CONA City Budget Review
Committee to consider as they formulate their recommendations for handling the projected City $14 Million plus deficit in 2011.
Rich also notes that the interaction between businesses and neighborhoods

This should be a presentation of interest to your whole neighborhood, not
just your designated CONA Representative. Bring them all to hear it at our
meeting on May 19, 7PM, at the Sunshine Center near Mirror Lake. Our
meetings are open to the public.
The book Simple Community may be purchased at the author’s web site,
mysimplecommunity.com.
Will Michaels

CONA Board Meeting
Wednesday, May 19, 2010
The SUNSHINE CENTER, 330 5th St. N.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Agenda Items:
Citizen of the Month Award
“Simple Community”—Dr. Rich Luker
Hurricane Preparedness—Sally Bishop, Tom Iovino, RJ Ballou
Tampa Bay Living Green Expo
By-Laws Clean-up
Committee Reports
Candidate Introductions
Neighborhood Open Forum

Important Upcoming Events:
May 19—7PM, CONA Meeting, Sunshine Center
May 20—Pier Rebuilding Recommendations Presented to City Council
May 26—7PM, Police Night at the Rays (Tickets 532-1722)
May 29—7PM, CONA Family Fun Day at the Rays
June 5-6—9AM-5PM, Pinellas Living Green Expo, Coliseum
June 19, 7PM, CONA Meeting, Sunshine Center
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“MAY” WE HAVE THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY?
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO JOIN CONA
RSVP by sending $35 annual dues and your application
WHO
WHAT
WHEN
WHERE
WHY
HOW

CONA the citywide Council of Neighborhood Associations
Monthly Meetings – May 19 next meeting
3rd Wednesday of Month 6:30 pm Social – 7 pm Meeting
Sunshine Center, 330 5th Street North, St. Pete
Network with Leaders in Neighborhoods, City, County, Organizations
Get the News, Presentations, Information, Discussion, Explanations
Send $35 Annual Dues and Membership Application to join CONA.
2010 Membership Invoice & Application available at www.conastpete.org

Join CONA’s 48 current Member Associations working together for the better.
Albert Whitted Airport
Americana Cove
Azalea
Bahama Shores
Bartlett Park
Bayway Isles
Broadwater Civic
Campbell Park
Central Oak Park
Coquina Key
Crescent Heights
Crescent Lake
Cromwell Heights
Crossroads
Disston Heights Civic
Downtown Neighborhood
Eagle Crest Civic

Eden Isle Civic
Edgemoor
Fossil Park
Garden Manor
Greater Pinellas Point
Greater Woodlawn
Harbordale
Harris Park
Historic Kenwood
Historic Old Northeast
Historic Roser Park
Historic Uptown
Jungle Terrace Civic
Lakewood Estates
Maximo Moorings Civic
Meadowlawn
Mel-Tan Heights

MLK Business District
North Kenwood
Northeast Park
Northeast Terrace
Old Southeast
Pasadena Vista
Ponce de Leon
Riviera Bay Civic
Shore Acres Civic
Snell Isle
Tropical Shores
Venetian Isles
Wildwood Heights
4th Street Business
Saint Petersburg Preservation,
Associate Member

Please join us at the Meeting on Wednesday, May 19…
Barbara Ann Hawkins, Membership
2010 Membership Application & Invoice are available on the website www.conastpete.org

Public Safety Committee
The CONA Public Safety Committee has continued to move
forward in April as we met with various members of the law
enforcement community. I met with Major Phil Beahn on
April 6. We discussed the Times article of April 3, 2010
“Crimes with guns all too frequent”. I asked the Major what
his plan of action was, as the Neighborhoods mentioned in
the article are in his district, specifically Childs Park and
Central Oaks Park. Given the Major has just taken command
of this district, the plan is not yet ready for implementation
but may be forthcoming soon. We also talked about panhandling. Major Beahn is ready to promote the “Hands Up” literature, in fact Sgt Hladki started that day delivering the
materials from 5th Ave South, north on 34th street. I
offered CONA’s help for this project. On April 12, I met
with Chief DeKay and Major Carron, the Commander for
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District Two. We discussed panhandling, curfews, alternative
sentencing, Juvenile Task Force and what expectations the
Police Department has from CONA. One suggestion made
by Major Carron was the use of CONA volunteers and/or
downtown neighborhood Crime Watch Members in downtown to provide a greater safety presence as Officers are
pulled to handle calls elsewhere in the City. At the April
13th meeting of the PSC members of the St Petersburg Gang
Unit and members of the States Attorney Office that prosecutes gang cases provided the committee with insight into
the Gang issues within the City. On April 27th we met with
District 6 Council Member Karl Nurse and Chief Assistant
City Attorney Mark Winn. They provided useful information
and guidance on several issues, especially panhandling, a subject you will hear much more of in the upcoming month.
www.conastpete.org

St. Petersburg Preservation’s Historic Preservation Awards
Do you own or know of an older building that is special to
your neighborhood that has recently been restored/rehabilitated or has been carefully maintained over the years? If so,
St. Petersburg Preservation hopes you will nominate the
building for an historic preservation award. Nominations for
awards must be received by St. Petersburg Preservation on
or before May 21.
Awards will be announced at a ceremony on June 10 at the
Lyceum, a preservation award winning building in downtown
St. Pete.

St. Petersburg Preservation’s website, www.stpetepreservation.org. Awards are being given in several categories, for
both residential and commercial buildings.
St. Petersburg has many individuals who have spent significant time and money on making the landmarks of our community useable for today while maintaining the historic features unique to the building. Help those individuals be recognized for the contribution they have made to keeping St.
Pete a special place to live, work and visit.

It is a simple process to nominate a building and its owner
for an award. Forms and instructions are available on

Parents Speak Up!
According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services the United States has the highest teen pregnancy
rate in the industrialized world. In addition, 9 out of 10
teens say it would be easier to wait to have sex if they could
talk with their parents. The Task Force on Youth and Sexual
Activity would like to urge you to help spread this important
message to parents in your community.

For more information about the JWB Task Force on Youth
and Sexual Activity, to schedule a live presentation, or to
request booklets, please contact Community Relations
Coordinator, Mona Lisa Johnson at (727) 547-5629, (727)
692-6228 or email mjohnson@jwbpinellas.org

The JWB (Juvenile Welfare Board) Children’s Services
Council of Pinellas County’s Task Force on Youth and Sexual
Activity, is a group of concerned citizens working to encourage and empower parents to start talking and keep talking to
their kids about healthy relationships, so that they will make
responsible decisions.
We are confident that this information is relevant and has
been well received. Mostly it accomplishes the goal of getting
parents talking. We offer this service, free of charge, as a
presentation, and/or we can provide “Parents, Speak Up!”
booklets in whatever quantity requested.

Volunteers Needed
CONA is in need of Neighborhood Associations to provide simple refreshments at the monthly meetings held at the
Sunshine Center. I am appealing to association representatives to volunteer to provide refreshments at just one meeting
during the up-coming year. We have been running about 65 people at each meeting. All meetings are on the third
Wednesday of each month at 7PM at the Sunshine Center. Jim Schattman of Crossroads has graciously volunteered to
coordinate this effort. If you can do a meeting please respond to this email or contact Jim directly at 345-6674 (vixenniggles@yahoo.com). Thanks to Jim for hosting the refreshments in April. Will
Will Michaels, President
Council of Neighborhood Associations (CONA)
wmichaelscona@tampabay.rr.com
www.conastpete.org
727-420-9195
“No one can do everything, but everyone can do something.”
www.conastpete.org
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New Historic Kenwood
Preservation
Task Force Formed
A group of Historic Kenwood residents has
formed a task force to assist Historic Kenwood
residents who are remodeling their homes by
providing historically correct architectural
artifacts which are appropriate to the period of
the neighborhood. These artifacts will include
doors (interior and exterior), windows, glass
door knobs, hinges, light fixtures, cast iron
railings, fireplace mantels, and many other
artifacts. All artifacts originated from the 1900s
to the 1940s, the period in which most of
Historic Kenwood’s houses were constructed.
The task force consists of volunteers who are
dedicated to preserving the neighborhood’s
architectural integrity. They patrol the
community, watching for any home being
renovated or remodeled, and inform the homeowner of the community's preservation goals.
The task force accepts donations of architectural
artifacts from anywhere around the Greater
St. Petersburg area. All items collected are
provided at no cost to Historic Kenwood
homeowners.
Members of the task force include: WC Turner,
Kate Ciembronowicz, Jim Gardiner, Joanne
Osetsky, Carolyn Rosende and Victor Beaumont.
Historic Kenwood Preservation is also looking
for a few helpers who would be willing to spend
a small amount of time each month to support its
preservation efforts. Volunteers are needed to
assist in picking up and delivering architectural
artifacts; responding to requests from Historic
Kenwood residents; assisting with maintaining an
inventory of artifacts; and taking pictures of artifacts.
If you are interested in helping to preserve the
unique architectural character of Historic
Kenwood, please contact WC. Turner at (727)
289-6986 for more information.
For more information, please visit:
www.historickenwoodpreservation.org.
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CONA Newsletter
ad rates
(Monthly Rates)
Business Card Size
1/8 page $ 15.00
1/4 Page $ 30.00
1/2 Page $ 50.00
Full Page $100.00
Insert (Prepared by Advertiser) $ 50.00
Insert - Work-up Time & Material
Pre-Pay for 6-9 Months- Get 1 Month Free
Contact Mike Gulley for more information
244-8374
jmgulley1@hotmail.com
www.conastpete.org

2010 Tampa Bay Living Green Expo
Volunteers needed for the 5th Annual Expo
back in St. Pete!
Sign up for a shift, bring a friend, help out, show support,
and have fun!
The Tampa Bay Living Green Expo stands out every year
because of its many great volunteers. Now is the time to
sign up!
Volunteers are needed for:
• Pre-Expo promotion events – promote Expo at outdoor markets, events, etc. in May
• Pre-Expo marketing – put up flyers/posters at coffee
shops, bookstores, colleges, etc.
• Expo set-up – assist with setting up the event on Friday,
June 4
• Exhibitor check-in/support – assist Expo exhibitors in
getting set up on Friday, June 4
• Volunteer check-in – check in volunteers as they arrive
for their shift
• Information desk/ front door greeters – provide Expo attendees with event program, answers to
questions and information for making the most of their Expo experience
• Exhibitor assistance – available for troubleshooting related to exhibitor problems
• Sign wavers – help people find their way to parking and entrances
• Info sessions assistance – Encourage visitors to visit the seminars, and provide general assistance to
information session speakers
• Kid's Korner – work with children in the arts and crafts area
• General assistance - Be available to help with whatever comes up during the Expo
• Teardown - Assist in tearing down and cleaning up after the Expo
Sign up on the Volunteer page - www.tampabaylivinggreenexpo.org/p/volunteer and select your preferred
shift and task. Shifts are set in 2-3 hour increments but can be tailored to fit your schedule. And… you will
get a free Tampa Bay Living Green t-shirt!
Please don't overcommit in your excitement to help. We can always find an additional shift for you if you want
one later in the weekend.
We ask that you arrive 15 minutes early for your shift. If your schedule is flexible, we will need more coverage
on the Sat 2:00-6 and the Sunday 2-5 shift.
Contact Volunteer Coordinators Daniel Jacobs (volunteers@tampabaylivinggreen.org) or
Jason Green (green.jason@spcollege.edu) with questions.
Thanks for helping us make this a successful Expo!

www.conastpete.org
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CONA BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES
The Sunshine Multi-Service Center - March 17, 2010

n President Will Michaels welcomed our members and guests
pointing out that 26 free ray’s Baseball tickets were available
in the lobby, provided by our City Council Chair. Leslie
Curran.
n Tom Killian (Jungle Terrace) made a presentation regarding
the importance, to all member neighborhoods, of preparing
Operations Manuals that record detailed procedures for the
many phases of neighborhood organization administration.
n Our Police Chief Chuck Harmon then made a presentation
focused on three current Public Safety Issues: Our Police Car
Pursuit Policies, Traffic Light Camera Recorders, and the
evolving functions of Community Service Officers.
• The new pursuit policy became effective April first. It still
precludes chasing vehicles simply because they are
recognized as stolen.
• It is anticipated that only 8 to 10 pursuits will be executed
annually.
n The enabling legislation for traffic light recording cameras is
still in a state of evolution in Florida.
• License number recognition can be uncertain in nighttime
situations.
• There is a prospect that the intersection cameras records
may be repeated directly on the patrol car laptop
computers in addition to any central monitoring facility.
n The Chief provided details of the new CSO staffing which
has been augmented by a federal stimulus grant.
• Each of the three city police districts, commanded by a
Major, will include three Sector teams. Each sector team
will be commanded by a Sergeant, comprising a five
member team.
• The CAPE Squad designation has been disbanded.
• It is anticipated that the CSO Sector Teams will be able
to close 90% of their calls for service within 24 hours.
Special staff support (drugs, predators, gangs) will be
available to assist on call.
• A fundamental feature that The Mayor insists upon is a
high visibility, in our neighborhoods, by the new Sector
Officers added to the CSO teams.
• There will be monthly meetings to coordinate the
operations of the 3 Sector Teams in each Police
District. It is hoped that the Neighborhood Presidents
involved with each Police District will attend at least a
portion of the Sector Team’s monthly meeting rather
than having separate meetings to coordinate every
neighborhood association.
• Each District gathering of Sector Teams will be
expanded to include as many as 11 other city
department staff members who will be called in to
focus on special current needs identified in the District.
• The monthly Sector meetings in each district will
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convene at 4 p.m. for the Police and City Dept. Staff;
at 5:30 the meetings will additionally welcome local
neighborhood association leadership.
• The format of the District meetings will be First,
Identification of the specific problems, and Second, a
review of the results following the previous month’s
meeting.
• The tradition of CSO’s appearing at the monthly
neighborhood association meetings will be continued.
n Chief Harmon announced the schedule for the new
District/Sector Team Meetings: District #1, April 26th at the
Harbordale YMCA, District #2, May 5th at the Sunshine
Center, District #3, and May 20th at the Child’s Park
YMCA.
n Our next presentation was from Jacquelyn Yeager of the
Police Department Call Center. She told us of a new on-line
crime reporting facility that allows computer equipped
citizens to file crime reports that are recorded and compiled
in the same way that telephone reports to the Call Center
are recorded or reports filed by Police Officers.
• Crime reports, in certain categories, cannot be
accommodated by this new system, excluded are 1)
Crimes involving Juveniles, 2) Crimes involving guns, or 3)
Not an immediate incident, (must be “Late Reported”).
• Crime data collected by this system is automatically
assigned a case number allowing you to obtain a
numbered police report of your crime incident to submit
with an insurance claim for your losses.
• Crime data collected by the new, on-line reporting system
will be merged with the information displayed on the web
site: www.crimereports.com
• Ms. Yeager appealed for the opportunity to deliver her
presentation on this new reporting system to our
neighborhood monthly meetings.
n CONA Public Safety Committee Chair Steve Corsetti next
introduced Kimberly Payne, Coordinator for Education and
Community Outreach of the city’s “Mentoring and More
Program.”
• Focused on at risk children of school age, Mrs. Payne is
actively recruiting mentors from many departments of the
City staff.
• Compiling long term data on student attendance and
performance, the program includes “1,052 Door Way
College Scholarships” for those students that maintain
their participation. [93%continue to graduation.]
• Entry level for the program is students of sixth grade of
which there are over 1,000 in our St. Petersburg schools.
• The 1,200 Mentors currently working in the program
inclued our past and present mayors.
• The $14.8 M scholarship program is not funded from our
www.conastpete.org

city budget.
• The basic 2 year scholarship can be extended to 4
years.
• The Mentor Qualifying Program includes training
sessions at City Hall after a character background
investigation. Neighborhood Association Groups of
10 or more mentors can arrange for training classes
in their own neighborhood.
• Mentors work in the schools for a minimum of
once every week.
• Employees of a Business Organization can form a
mentoring partnership focused on students at a
specific school.
• The city has an ongoing high school Intern Program
to provide hands on exposure to staff activities that
may become employment opportunities.
• The First Tee Program, open to all students,
teaches social skills in a golfing environment.
• “The Great American Teach In” brings working
people, once a year, to tell the students about their
career employment situation.
n Jason Diviki, Chair of our Environment & Energy
Efficiency Committee presented and read our CONA
Citizen of the Month Award to Gary Crosby of Round
Lake.
n Maureen Stafford, Chair of our Land Development &
Historic Resources Committee mentioned several
situations her committee is currently monitoring:
• Soil contamination at the 34th St. Wal-Mart site.
• Traffic projections for the new Sam’s Club site.
• She mentioned her committee’s efforts to share the
CONA Board’s position regarding the proposed new
digital highway signs at monthly neighborhood
meetings by our member associations.
• Efforts to establish Historic Landmark Status for the
venerable Bartlett Park Tennis Club.
• A proposal to revise and provide a co-name (Babe
Ruth Boulevard) to a portion of First Street South that
borders Al Lang Field.
n On behalf of the Committee Barbara Heck (Snell Isle
Prop. Owner’s Assoc.) recounted the history of the
struggle, since 2006, that her neighborhood has engaged
in, along with Shore Acres and Eden Isle, challenging an
application to build more docks on Smack’s Bayou than
are normally allowed by Code.
• Will Michaels called for a vote on the motion of the
CONA Land Development & Historic Resources
Committee to support the three member
neighborhoods who seek to reject the city approval of
the permit to build 44 new docks along the shores of
Smack’s Bayou. [Motion Approved]
n V.P. Cathy Wilson delivered the Treasurer’s Report the
absence of April Gausman who had to leave. She stated

the current CONA balance to be $2,835.00. She also
reported a CONA Leadership balance of $107.00
• Moved (M. Sherman, Crossroads), to approve
Treasurer’s Report. [Approved]
n We next heard a presentation by Heidi Sumner (Eagle
Crest) on behalf of the Public Safety Committee
regarding the proposed renewal of the “Soft Letter
Noise Abatement Program” to curb excessive noise from
car radios.
• Heidi urged all interested citizens to attend , with
18 neighborhood leaders, an April 22nd City Hall
Meeting with the Mayor during which the
neighborhood leaders will ask that the “Soft Letter
Program” be reactivated.
• The President called for a vote on the motion of The
Public Safety Committee to support the 18
neighborhoods requesting that Mayor Foster reinitiate
the Soft Letter Noise Abatement Program. [Motion
Approved]
n Jason Diviki reported for The Environment and Energy
Efficiency Committee:
• Though the staff changes at Boyd Hill Park will not
likely be corrected, the committee is concerned about
potential long-term negative environmental impacts
from losing several full-time experienced Rangers.
n The committee is concerned regarding the large energy
consumption of the proposed brilliantly illuminated digital
billboards.
n The Chairman then invited 5 political candidates in our
audience to introduce them selves and their qualifications
to our members.
n Cass Rael Sr. reported on our Ray’s ticket sales for the
April 11th Yankee’s Game. We sold 138 Ray’s tickets.
n Barbara Hawkins our Membership Chair reported 48
associations currently dues paid. She raffled some tickets
from the Clearwater Aquarium drawn from our new
members
n Dave Hoover (Riviera Bay Civic) noted several
neighborhood clean up projects: 1) Pasadena Bear Creek
on May 8th (8-12), and 2) Riviera Civic, May 22nd (also
6-12).
n Gene Webb (S.P.P.D) extended an invitation to the city’s
“Reverse Business Trade Show”, May 7th (10AM-2PM),
at the Coliseum. This show will promote small business
opportunities for city agency procurement buyers. All
city departments will be there to publicize their
procurement needs.
• Gene offered a brochure noting several recent
revisions of our web site: www.crimereports.com
• We were urged to check some new city job
opportunities on www.stpete.org that have been
difficult to fill/
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. Conrad Weiser,
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First Vice President & Audit Committee Chair
Mike Gulley - Coquina Key
244-8374 - jmgulley1@hotmail.com
Second Vice President
Cathy Wilson - Greater Woodlawn
455-9546 - catgwna@knology.net
Secretary
Conrad Weiser - Edgemoor
522-5008 - conrad33702@verizon.net
Treasurer
April Gausman - Historic Uptown
244-1896 - april@realestatebyapril.com
CONA Leadership
Ingrid Comberg - Historic Uptown
894-3048
CourtWatch Committee
Carole Griffiths - Disston Heights
522-7206 - cgriff6721@aol.com
Membership
Barbara Hawkins - Greater Pinellas Point
642-5035 - be.hawkins@verizon.net
Land Development & Historic
Resources Committee
Maureen Stafford - Historic Old NE
488-8154 - MJSPetersburg@aol.com
Nominating Committee
Judy Ellis - Lakewood Estates
864-3957 - jellis5610@tampabay.rr.com
Public Safety Committee
Steve Corsetti - Riveria Bay
576-1506 - tranquilitysouth@verizon.net
OTHER CONA COMMITTEES
City Budget Review Committee
Mike Gulley - Coquina Key
244-8374 - jmgulley1@hotmail.com
Code Enforcement Committee
Cathy Wilson - Greater Woodlawn
455-9546 - catgwna@knology.net
Kai Warren - Historic Roser Park
821-9609 - kaistpete@gmail.com
Energy & Environment Committee
Jason Diviki - jdiviki@hotmail.com
CONA Board Meetings
3rd Wed of each month
CONA Executive Committee Meetings
2nd Wed of each month
Frequently Called Numbers
Neighborhood
Partnership Office:
Mayor’s Action Line:
Codes Office:

892-5141
893-7111
893-7373

SPPD Community Service Numbers:
District: 1
551-3181
District 2
551-3182
District 3
551-3183

CONA Family Fun Day at the Trop
Hall & Oates Concert Series
Saturday, May 29th, 2010
7:10 pm Game
Come cheer for the Rays as they take
on the Chicago White Sox.
CONA has great seats and the tickets are just $15.00.
Upper Reserved Seating (Section/Box 317)
Only 105 seats available! Bring the entire family!!!

Please make check payable to “CONA” & indicate
“Rays Tickets & the neighborhood”.
Tickets available on first come basis.
Remember: 4 in your car and parking is free. Must show up early.
Deadline for ticket purchase is 6PM Saturday, May 15th.
Call or e-mail Cass Rael for details.
727-321-2653 or cvraelsr@hotmail.com

