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CONA Board Meeting
Wednesday, July 21, 2010

The SUNSHINE CENTER, 330 5th St. N.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Agenda Items:
Presentation: Code Enforcement Issues
Downtown Waterfront Parks Centennial

Citizen of the Month Award
Committee Reports

Candidate Introductions
Neighborhood Open Forum

Important Upcoming Events:
August 4, 2PM - Development Review Commission Consideration of Digital Billboards

August 5, 8:30AM - City Council Public Hearing on Digital Billboards
August 18, 7PM - CONA Monthly Meeting

August 28, 9:30AM - CONA Broken Window & Crime Watch Workshop, Main Library
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At our June CONA meeting we heard from Stacey Blake,
Executive Director of Community Tampa Bay (formerly the
National Conference of Christians and Jews). Community Tampa
Bay has a strong record of community educational programs 
promoting mutual respect, acceptance, and appreciation. I think
we were all captivated when she asked us to stand to do a simple
exercise. We were asked to hold a finger above our head and turn
it in a clock-wise position, then slowly lower it. When our circling
finger was lowered below our heads we found that it was no
longer moving in a clockwise position, but in a counterclockwise
position. Her point was that it is “all a matter of perspective or
perception.” Perception is not what you say, but what is heard. It
is not what you mean, but what is understood. And perception is
reality for those having it.

Part of CONA’s stated mission is to “promote communication
and cooperation between member organizations and the com-
munity at large” (see accompanying mission statement, page 4). In
order to successfully implement this mission it is important to rec-
ognize that there are different perspectives. It helps to put our-
selves in the other guy’s shoes and look at the community from
their view, using their information. In my experience, the great
majority of our problems are communication problems, and real
communication cannot occur without mutual respect. CONA
seeks to promote communication and cooperation through 
various ways. Two of these are the regular monthly meetings at

the Sunshine Center and through our eight operational 
committees. It is important for members associations to 
participate in at least one committee as well as the regular 
monthly meetings. We also offer a blog site and email news for
member associations. As CONA President I am available to meet
with one or more association presidents upon request. CONA
also seeks to promote communication and cooperation with the
community at large through regular contacts with the Mayor, City
Council, Police Chief, and other public officials.

Another part of CONA’s stated mission is to be an advocate for
neighborhoods. Neighborhoods and CONA are now dealing with
a great many challenges and concerns—public safety, a declining
city budget, sign pollution and digital billboards, land development
projects, historic resources, code compliance, environmental 
pollution and high energy costs, and developing new 
neighborhood leadership and supporting associations to grow
generally. Obviously there will be those occasions when interests
will be found to truly conflict and must be reconciled through
mediation or some legal process. But hopefully this will occur only
after full discussion based on mutual respect. Perceptions can be
changed. As the scripture says, “Come now, let us reason
together.”

Will Michaels

President’s Message:

“Come Now, Let Us Reason Together”

CONA Newsletter Deadlines
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Layout: Mo Eppley - meppley@gmail.com
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Summary of June 8, 2010 Meeting

Members Present: Ingrid Comberg, Historic Uptown; Jean Corsetti,
Riviera Bay Civic; Steve Corsetti, Chairman; Paul Dickens, Historic
Kenwood; Carole Griffiths, Disston Heights; Mike Gulley, Coquina Key;
Barbara Heck, Snell Isle; Jay Marshall, Old Northeast; Theresa
McEachern, Harbordale; Kelly McKnight, Assistant State Attorney; Scott
Swift, Bartlett Park 

Guests: Major Phil Beahn, St Petersburg Police Department; Sergeant
Rich Hladik; St Petersburg Police Department

Steve stated that the workshop originally planned for the end of June will
probably take place near the end of August. This will give us more time
to plan the event. The goal of the workshop is to enhance Crime Watch
groups in the neighborhoods which will in turn assist the Police
Department. The workshop should be similar to the District “Team”
Meetings to help people understand who to call to get things done. As an
example, Cass mentioned that he went to Codes and the Police
Department regarding yard parking. He posted the ordinances on the
neighborhood website, and enforcement started.  In general, the work-
shop will be an opportunity to get all of the Crime Watch groups togeth-
er for networking, to assist with ideas that have worked as well as what
has not worked.

Those who attended the Agenda 2010 conference reported mixed
results. Steve explained, for those who were not familiar, what Agenda
2010 is and where it came from, that it originated during the last 
election cycle to query candidates about some of the concerns of the 

African-American community. From that, it has progressed to a policy
advocacy group. Another meeting is planned July 10 to discuss policy.
Breakout sessions at the conference included economic development,
housing, education, youth involvement and empowerment, as well as
public safety.

There is a perception in the African-American community that they are
not being treated fairly. It is important to get the predominantly African-
American neighborhoods involved. There was a mixed reaction to the
“Broken Window” theory. Some feel that zero tolerance will not work.
Additionally, CONA needs to work on capacity building and mobilizing
CONA members to partner with City agencies to assist neighborhoods.
Maureen mentioned having a CONA cadet program with a youth 
representative on the CONA Executive Board. Commission Welch was
mentioned as someone who could assist with the youth.

The next meeting was scheduled for June 29 but had to be cancelled.
The next meeting will be held on July 13 at the Main Library, 3745 9th
Ave N at 6:00 pm.  Because of a reassignment to the conference, seat-
ing will be an issue for several months. For any of those who wish to
attend any of our future meeting, please e-mail your request to me at
tranquilitysouth@verizon.net several days prior to the meeting date.
The top agenda item will be to produce an agenda for the workshop.

Steve Corsetti, Chairman

Public Safety Committee

EXCITING PLANS CONTINUE --
CELEBRATING THE WATERFRONT
PARKS’ 100TH BIRTHDAY

Even though it’s steamy mid-summer in St.
Petersburg, there’s a lot of planning underway
for cool projects and events this fall celebrat-
ing the Waterfront Parks Centennial.

SUNDIAL TO MEASURE TIME FOR THE 
NEXT 100 YEARS

On the drawing boards for placement this fall
is a one-of-a-kind stone sculpture, a sundial
designed by sculptor Eric Higgs and scheduled
to be placed in North Shore Park as a lasting
memorial to the Parks Centennial year. Higgs’
design includes educational components and
symbols of St. Petersburg’s history, from the
coquina shells to be used in the concrete base
to one element of the sundial reflecting the
city’s sister city in Japan. 

The project affords an opportunity for neigh-
borhood associations throughout the city to
make a contribution to financing this project
for which artist Higgs is donating his design
and installation expertise.

SAVE THE DATE!!!
PARTY IN THE PARKS---A Centennial
Celebration
Saturday, November 6, 2010
For the first time in St. Petersburg’s history,

there will be one day of ongoing events,
exhibits, and activities in all 12 of the City’s
downtown waterfront parks, stretching from
North Shore to Albert Whitted.

At latest count, over 100 activities and groups
are on tap to entertain, amuse, delight, edu-
cate, and feed people and families visiting the
waterfront on Saturday, November 6.

The Saturday Morning Market will be open in
the Al Lang Stadium parking lot. Vinoy Park
will host the St. Petersburg International Folk
Festival Society (SPIFFS) event. Albert Whitted
Airport will hold its Airfest, beginning the day
with a benefit pancake breakfast at the Hangar
Restaurant. At Spa Beach, the Pier Aquarium
will host an event. North Shore Park will have
volleyball games and tennis experts on hand at
the courts. 

A Coast Guard cutter will be docked at The
Pier for tours, and at Albert Whitted, the
Army Air Force, Marines, and Coast Guard
will all have exhibits and booths. An Air Force
flyover with craft from MacDill Air Force Base
is also scheduled.

Food vendors are set to offer a variety of
foods and beverages. Cary’s Pretzels will have
refreshments to purchase in several of the
parks, and 400 Beach Seafood & Taphouse
and Ferg’s Sports Bar will also be offering
their fare for sale.

Entertainment will include music for every
taste, from rock to polka to jazz. Photo buffs
will see award-winning pictures as winners of
the Waterfront Centennial “Picture Your
Parks” photo contest are announced. Dance
enthusiasts may find music to dance to as well
as dance groups to watch.

And there’s more…..Stay tuned. But SAVE
THE DATE!

OTHER FALL EVENTS TO WATCH FOR

July-September—Traveling photo exhibit of
historical and contemporary pictures taken in
the waterfront parks

September 23 or 30 (TBA) –“Perspectives on
the Parks,” a forum and panel discussion at
the Renaissance Vinoy Resort

October “Music and Movies in the Park” Back
by popular demand after the May “Music and
Movies,” plans are underway to have free live
music and a movie in North Straub Park each
Thursday during October. Watch for more
details in August and September.

For more information on the history of St.
Petersburg’s waterfront parks or to volunteer
to be involved, visit www.stpeteparks100.org 

Waterfront Parks Centennial Update
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The following represent some subjects the LD&HR committee
is monitoring. Not all our subjects are actionable at this time.

LAND DEVELOPMENT:
Digital Billboards:
The committee is scheduled to meet with Dave Goodwin
(Development Services) before the end of this month (June) to
discuss Clear Channel’s proposal to approve Digital Billboards.
The neighborhoods, particularly those that will be more directly
affected by the light and imposing presence of the billboards,
need more time to understand their impact. The committee
also believes that neighborhoods should be allowed more say in
how the Council is conducting the process of moving forward.
After presenting several PowerPoint presentations on this topic
to neighborhoods throughout the city CONA has found
that many simply do not want these Digital Billboards,
yet, CONA has not been allowed a place at the table to
present your argument or your questions. Your pres-
ence at the CPC and DRC hearings will be needed. We
contact you to let you know when these hearings are
scheduled.

Jennie Hall Pool:
Wildwood N/A continues to press forward with funding
to keep the pool open. Thank you to all who showed
up in support of the event on Sunday. We are working
with Lillian Baker, President of Wildwood N/A, to pres-
ent to the public the evidence why the attendance num-
bers had been down at the pool.

SAMS CLUB:
The committee continues to monitor this site and is
working with Cass Real and Todd Herring to keep com-
munication fluent on developments. 
BAYWALK:
The Downtown Neighborhood Association is satisfied at
this point that management is moving forward to sign
leases and assures that this process takes time.

HISTORIC RESOURCES:

JENNIE HALL POOL CIRCA 1953 – HISTORIC
LANDMARKING
CONA LD&HR Committee is assisting Lillian Baker in
an effort to have the Jennie Hall Pool designated an his-
toric landmark. The pool was opened in 1953 having
been built, in part, with a generous donation of
$25,000.00 from a white woman from North Dakota
named Jennie Hall. Jennie Hall wanted to build a pool
that would be open to African Americans at a time
when segregation was very much a part of the fabric of
St. Petersburg. 

Some of the building’s elements mark the 1950's build-

ing period, especially the ventilated walls under the eves of the
roof, and the sidelights on the front entrance. There are, in
addition, plumbing fixtures inside which appear to be original,
like the slop sink, toilets, boys urinals and the shower fixtures.
This building stands as a landmark not only on architectural ele-
ments but because it bears witness to an era when segregation
created lifestyles that split communities. It deserves to be pre-
served.

Bartlett Park Tennis Courts:
The committee is still collecting data on the history of the
Courts; however, we believe we are ready to begin filling the
paperwork out for the application of national designation. 

CONA LAND DEVELOPMENT & 
HISTORIC RESOURCES COMMITTEE
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Sponsored by the St. Petersburg Police Department

CONA’S MISSION STATEMENT
CONA’s Mission is to:
• Unite neighborhood organizations dedicated to protecting, improving and promoting their area and to 

foster the formation of such organizations.
• Provide training to and guidance for neighborhood leaders in marshalling resources to better their 

community.
• Expand the pool of skilled and motivated neighborhood and community leaders.
• Promote communication and cooperation between member organizations and the community at large.
• Provide a forum for member organizations and act as their advocate with the City of St. Petersburg and 

other local, state, and federal government agencies and officials.
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On June 29th CONA representatives met with St.
Petersburg's Development Services director Dave
Goodwin and Assistant City Attorney Mark Winn
along with members of their staffs. We had a positive
and productive discussion concerning the impact of
digital billboards on our city. CONA's position is that
digital billboards should be prohibited for aesthetic,
safety, legal, and economic concerns. However,
should the City Council after hearing fully from the
public, CONA, and all interests, decide to approve an
ordinance allowing for digital billboards, it is desirable
that the ordinance be written in such a manner that
neighborhood concerns are addressed to the fullest
possible extent and that the public be as fully protect-
ed as possible. The Council has directed City staff to
draft a possible ordinance, and CONA representa-
tives have reviewed this and made suggestions to help
address some neighborhood concerns.

While city staff has been responsive to some of
CONA's concerns regarding the wording of the pos-
sible digital billboard ordinance, this effort is being
countered by Tampa attorneys hired by Clear
Channel. In a June 23rd letter to the city, Clear
Channel asks for revisions to the ordinance that
would strip out virtually all of the protections includ-
ed by the city.

Among the changes Clear Channel is asking for:

• Revising the introductory paragraph to delete lan-
guage that would make all signs illegal and the ordi-
nance void in the event that any sign agreement is
found illegal.

• Deleting language related to driver ability to see
more than one sign at a time.

• Revising the height paragraph to allow converted
signs to be reconstructed or replaced at the height of
the existing sign, even though the city's sign ordinance
since 1992 has limited new signs to 25'.

•Deleting a prohibition on message personalization or
interactivity.

• Deleting "overly subjective" standards from bright-
ness provisions.

• Replacing language relating to public service mes-
saging with language acceptable to Clear Channel.

There are many more changes to the companion
agreement, all of them designed to make the agree-
ment more favorable to Clear Channel.

Upcoming Key dates:

August 4 - Review of the proposed ordinance by the
Development Review Committee (DRC).

August 5 - First reading and public hearing by City
Council.

August 19 - Second reading and vote to approve by
City Council. 

The CONA Executive Board remains committed to
our membership's position of March 25th, when we
asked that that Council maintain our existing sign
ordinance, while simultaneously undertaking a com-
prehensive review of both on and off-premise sign
regulations.

Digital Billboard Update

CCOONNAA NNeewwsslleetttteerr 
aadd rraatteess

(Monthly Rates)

Business Card Size 
1/8 page $ 15.00 1/4 Page $ 30.00
1/2 Page $ 50.00 Full Page $100.00
Insert (Prepared by Advertiser) $ 50.00

Insert - Work-up Time & Material

Pre-Pay for 6-9 Months- Get 1 Month Free

Contact Mike Gulley for more information
244-8374 jmgulley1@hotmail.com



n President Will Michaels opened our meeting leading us in the
Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag.
n Treasurer April Gausman reported our current balance of 

$3,793.32.
n Vice President Cathy Wilson read our CONA Citizen of The

Month Award for Kai Warren noting, among his many 
achievements, winning a SWFWMD grant to assist the city in
restoring the Booker Creek Watershed.
n Bob Van Sweeden, the newly elected President of the 

Central Oak Park Neighborhood addressed the Board 
regarding changes in his neighborhood. Several other new 
neighborhood representatives were also introduced.
nWe then heard from Stacy Blake of Community Tampa Bay, 

(previously identified as a branch of the National Conference
of Christians and Jews).
• The primary goal of her organization is to end 

discrimination though improved public perspectives, 
especially through volunteer adult-youth partnerships with
an attitude of inclusion not just toleration.

• Her organization recently won a grant from the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation to support their work of healing 
structural racism in our society.

• They have assembled, for a one year project, an 
organization of 50 groups called Volunteers Florida, (an 
affiliate of the Americore Program). Their hope is to cross
pollinate through exchanges, the work of many Florida 
not-for-profit organizations. Some 40 professional 
positions will evolve through this work.  

n First V.P. Mike Gulley then opened a discussion of our CONA
City Budget Committee that he co-chairs with Travis Jarman.
Their goals, to narrow the anticipated $14 M revenue gap 
can be summarized as: 1) Build a balanced budget, 2) Make 
no layoffs of workers without and income safety net, 3) 
Don’t increase and local tax rates.
• Mike reviewed the full list of CONA recommendations.
• Service reductions should not be those that fall especially 

on low income families.
• Undertaking an independent study of City staff 

organization to assure it is structured as efficiently as 
possible.

• There will be some additions to the CONA City Budget 
Committee Report because we are receiving new and 
revised data from the city staff.

• Mike moved Board approval of his Budget Committee’s 
Report.  [Approved]

• Mort Sherman, Crossroads N/A, moved a revision of the 
report. He urged that the expression “Total Quality Czar”
be softened to read “Total Quality Leader”. [Approved.]

nOur next speaker was Dominick Greisi of the Azalea 
Neighborhood Association. He traced the prolonged legal 
battle to require the anti-pollution clean up of the “Soup of 

Toxicity” that has migrated from the dumping of 
pollutants at the manufacturing facilities of the former ECI
now owned by Raytheon, and has spread through several 
adjoining neighborhoods

• The Governor has been attempting to persuade the EPA 
to legally compel Raytheon to complete planned remedial 
measures.

• Though our local representatives in Congress are involved
in these efforts, it is not currently identified as a federal 
claims issue.

• There is much statistical data to support claims of health 
problems from the neighborhood pollution.

• Moved by Jeff Frank (Live Oaks) that CONA supports the
efforts of the Azalea Neighborhood Association to compel
the removal of industrial dumped soil pollutants in their 
proximity.  [Motion Approved]

n Cathy Wilson then introduced former City Councilman 
Ernest Williams who spoke of possible insurance coverage 
available to neighborhood associations to protect their 
elected Directors and Officers.
• As personal practice, Mr. Williams will not serve on any 

boards without D & O insurance coverage. Lacking it 
exposes your personal assets.

• Most states have abrogated the previous shielding of D & 
O for non-profit organizations.

• The Volunteer Protection Act of 1997 protects the 
workers who act only within the bounds of their 
appointed tasks.

• Fundamental mechanism of D & O insurance is to transfer
risk from individuals to the insurer.

• State Farm currently offers some D & O insurance 
coverage to Florida Home Owner’s Associations.

• Recall that all D & O policies have stated liability limits to 
the protection they offer.

• Nominal figures for association D & O coverage: $150 to 
$190 annual premiums providing protection limited to 
$50,000 to $100,000.

• It was determined that association D & O Insurance 
under a CONA umbrella coverage would not be a 
practical arrangement.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
n Steve Corsetti provided an update of the CONA Public 

Safety Committee that he currently chairs. They meet twice 
each month at the Main Library frequently inviting guest 
speakers from the city staff and from law enforcement,
• We were reminded of plans for a major CONA Public 

Safety Workshop, planned for August 28th, which will 
promote coordination between our Neighborhood Crime
Watch Teams, CONA, and local Law Enforcement 
Agencies.

CONA BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES
The Sunshine Multi-Service Center - June 16, 2010
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• The PSC supports any neighborhood activity that 
promises to contribute to the reduction of crime 
such as the Lillian Baker Fund Raiser for the 
swimming pool programs in economically stressed 
neighborhoods.

n Cathy Wilson spoke briefly of the Codes Committee she 
co-chairs with Kai Warren. They have shared a meeting 
with the City Codes Compliance Staff to review specific 
neighborhood problems.
• The Committee is seeking inputs from all 

neighborhoods in order to compile a data base of 
neighborhood code violation identifying specific 
addresses and their problems.

• She reported that the city website now includes a 
listing of the 10 most frequent codes violations. 
[www.stpete.org/stpete/Top_10.pdf]

• There is a need to streamline the process for ticketing 
cars on lawns.

nDarden Rice stood in for Maureen Stafford reporting 
on the CONA Land Development & Historic 
Preservation Committee.
• Designation for the historic preservation of the Jennie 

Hall Swimming Pool, built in 1953, is moving forward. 
Much of the original facilities will be preserved.

• Historic Landmark Status for the Bartlett Park Tennis 
Courts is still being pursued.

• Committee members are closely monitoring the 
ongoing development for the new Sam's Club 
Warehouse Outlet Store.

• The Downtown Neighborhood Association reports 
that they are satisfied with the development progress 
at the Bay Walk Facility.

• It is hoped that some neighborhood speakers will have
an opportunity to provide inputs to the upcoming 
DRC meeting that will consider issues related to the 
city discussions with Clear Channel Advertising 
regarding digital billboards. The neighborhoods clearly 
need more time to review the proposed billboard 

regulations.
n The President invited six current political candidates to 

introduce themselves.
nWe also heard briefly from five of our current elected 

officials including City Council Members, Leslie Curran, 
Steve Kornell, Wengay Newton, and Karl Nurse.

OPEN FORUM:
nMort Sherman moved that CONA supports the proposal

by Councilmen Karl Nurse and Herb Polson that all City 
Council Workshop Meetings, particularly those that are 
scheduled to follow a regular Council meeting, should 
include television coverage of the discussion.
• Travis Jarman offered an amendment that all meetings 

that meet the criteria for the Sun Shine Law be 
televised.

• Cathy Wilson moved to defer, “Table” the amendment
by Travis. [Approved]

• Cathy then moved to Table Morts Sherman’s original 
motion to allow for further study of the implications 
until our next meeting. [Motion Approved]

n Cathy Harrelson invited all to attend the oil defense 
volunteer project “Hands Across The Sands” that will 
gather at Spa Beach June 26th.
n Susan Ajoc of the Neighborhood Partnership Office 

urged volunteer signups for the Annual Care Fest on 
Saturday, September 4th at the Coliseum.
n She reminded us the deadline for Partnership Grants is in

November.
n She urged all neighborhoods to register for the Florida 

Neighborhood Conference.
n City Beautiful balloting closes August 16th.
n Steve invited all to the “Solarity Golf Scramble” on July 

17th at Twin Brooks Golf Course. The entry fee of $45. 
includes a lunch.

Our meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
Conrad Weiser, Secretary



2010 Executive 
Committee Members

President
Will Michaels - Bahama Shores
420-9195 - wmichaelscona@tampabay.rr.com

First Vice President & Audit Committee Chair
Mike Gulley - Coquina Key
244-8374 - jmgulley1@hotmail.com

Second Vice President
Cathy Wilson - Greater Woodlawn
455-9546 - catgwna@knology.net

Secretary
Conrad Weiser - Edgemoor
522-5008 - conrad33702@verizon.net

Treasurer
April Gausman - Historic Uptown
244-1896 - april@realestatebyapril.com

CONA Leadership
Ingrid Comberg - Historic Uptown
894-3048

CourtWatch Committee
Carole Griffiths - Disston Heights
522-7206 - cgriff6721@aol.com

Membership
Barbara Hawkins - Greater Pinellas Point
642-5035 - be.hawkins@verizon.net

Land Development & Historic 
Resources Committee
Maureen Stafford - Historic Old NE
488-8154 - MJSPetersburg@aol.com

Nominating Committee
Judy Ellis - Lakewood Estates
864-3957 - jellis5610@tampabay.rr.com

Public Safety Committee
Steve Corsetti - Riveria Bay
576-1506 - tranquilitysouth@verizon.net

OTHER CONA COMMITTEES

City Budget Review Committee
Mike Gulley - Coquina Key
244-8374 - jmgulley1@hotmail.com

Code Enforcement Committee
Cathy Wilson - Greater Woodlawn
455-9546 - catgwna@knology.net
Kai Warren - Historic Roser Park
821-9609 - kaistpete@gmail.com

Energy & Environment Committee
Jason Diviki - jdiviki@hotmail.com

CONA Board Meetings
3rd Wed of each month

CONA Executive Committee Meetings 
2nd Wed of each month

Frequently Called Numbers
Neighborhood 
Partnership Office: 892-5141
Mayor’s Action Line: 893-7111
Codes Office: 893-7373

SPPD Community Service Numbers:
District: 1 551-3181
District 2 551-3182
District 3 551-3183

The Council of Neighborhood
Associations of South Pinellas County
P.O. Box 13693
St. Petersburg, FL 33733-3693
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Return Service Requested

City Beautiful Commission
Home of the Year

To help enhance the beautification of neighborhoods, the category of
“Home of the Year” was added to the annual Beautification Awards. This
landscaping award recognizes outstanding achievement in residential 
properties for exterior curb appeal, landscaping design and yard 
maintenance, and overall contribution to the character of the neighbor-
hood. Each Neighborhood Association may submit one nominee from
within its boundaries to the City Beautiful Commission for consideration.

Download the Rules, Criteria and Nomination Form
on www.conastpete.org


